
 

Outline 

The Royal Southern Yacht Club has three J70 keel boats, Boysterous, Lightfoot and Excess. 
Their intended use is for cruising, practice, and racing for club members, for which they can book, charter 
and pay to use the boats. 
 

Charter 
Charterers must make themselves familiar with and accept the terms of the charter agreement prior to 
going on the water. 
The Charterer will be expected to provide for themselves and their crew; Personal Flotation Devices (PFD), 
A fully functioning Handheld VHF, and a charged working mobile telephone.  
 

Responsibilities 

The Club 
It is the clubs responsibility to provide the J70’s in a sound seaworthy condition, with basic safety 
equipment, as per the J70 class rules. 
 
Each boat has a grab bag containing; 

Item Quantity 

Red Smoke Flare (Hand Held) 2 

First aid kit 1 

Thermal Protective Aid (TPA) 1 

Handheld Compass 1 

Winch Handle 1 

Sail Repair Tape 1 

Basic Tools 1 

Safety Knife 1 

 
The Charterer 
The charterer is to accept full responsibility for the vessel and their crew for the duration of the charter. 
This relates to all aspects of sailing which include; safety, collision avoidance (IRPCS and the rules of racing) 
and safe navigation of the vessel and at all times must maintain good seamanship. 
It is the charterer’s responsibility to supply any additional equipment required to participate in an event 
and ensure it is present on-board. The club does not provide engines for the J70’s, all three boat instead 
carry corrector weights. 
 
Terms of charter 

• Can sail on and off the dock unassisted 

• Full understanding of racing rules and avoiding collisions etc. 

• Full understanding of Hamble River rules – no kites etc. 

• Full understanding of hazards and shallow areas between the club and the racing area – e.g. 
Hamble river entrance, Bramble bank, etc. (RTI wrecks and shallows if hiring for that event) 

Club J70 Standard Operating Procedures 



• VHF Safety. It is a condition of charter that the charterer provides their own VHF radio and meets 
current legislation with regard to its use. 

• All crew and skipper are to wear personal flotation devices without exception whilst on the boat. 

• The Royal Southern Yacht Club requires that the charterer provides us with a crew list of names to 
enable us to notify NOK in the event of an emergency or any unforeseen circumstances.  

 
Crane Use 
The Crane is only to be used by the RSrnYC Bosun’s and RSrnYC members who have had crane training and 
are on the authorised users list. 

 
Coming alongside 
When sailing the boats alongside, it must be done using the least amount of sail, power and speed as 
possible to maintain control, to reduce the risk of damage or injury. 
Where possible charterers are to do this using a headsail only, as this is the easiest and quickest sail to 
depower on any point of sail.  
Where this is not possible or safe to do due to tidal effects or wind, the charterer may consider using the 
mainsail provided they can depower it in a safe manner or dousing sails and paddling the boat to the 
pontoon. 
There will always be a duty person who will be contactable and can assist if there is any concern of 
damaging the boat or crew.   

 
Storage and mooring 
The J70’s are dry sailed from The Royal Southern Yacht Club, when not in use and between charters, they 
are to be hoisted ashore in their respective trailers and parked in their allocated dry berth space. 
This is to limit any unnecessary wear or fouling of the boats and maintain their overall condition. 
 
There is no requirement to lift the keels on the boats at any point, this should only be done during 
maintenance, and will limit any unnecessary wear or damage to the boats during the lifting process. 
 
Whilst away from the club for special events the boats are to be moored in a sheltered marina, and 
secured alongside with fenders, Bow line, Stern line and Fore and Aft spring lines. 
     

Weather 
The J70’s are lightweight sports boats, and as such are fairly delicate, the below parameters are to be 
strictly adhered to, this is to try and avoid breakage and unnecessary wear of the boats particulars.  
If the boats are afloat and unexpected weather meeting the below parameters is encountered, the 
charterer is responsible for seeking shelter/ safe haven immediately.    
 
Wind – due to the configuration and sail plan the J70s should not be sailed in wind speeds exceeding 

25Knts 

Visibility – Due to the sparse access to navigation equipment on board the visibility must exceed 1000m   

Suitable sailing conditions will always be at the discretion of the Sailing Office.  

Defect reporting 
 
General defects are to be reported in the boats allocated defect log as soon as possible to allow the 
appropriate maintenance to be carried out in a timely manner.  
 



 

Incident Reporting 
 
Accident, Injury or Near miss 
 
In the event of an accident, or injury follow the emergency action plan, once initial assistance has been 
administered, the charter must report the incident to the Duty person at The Royal Southern Yacht Club at 
the earliest opportunity and when it is safe to do so, stating the situation, position of vessel, action taken 
and where the vessel is currently headed, so they can best allocate any assistance if necessary. 
Once ashore the charterer must fill out an incident reporting form for the clubs records, and allow the club 
to alter anything to prevent it happening again in future (If possible)    
In the case of a ‘Near Miss’ the charterer must fill out an incident reporting form on return to The Royal 
Southern Yacht Club for the clubs records, and to allow the club to alter anything to prevent it happening 
again in future. 
 
Collision and/or damage to J70’s 
 
In the event of damage occurring to the vessel, follow the emergency action plan. 
Once it is safe to do so, exchange contact details with any other parties involved and anyone who 
witnessed the incident. 
Take photographs of any damage to the vessel and any damage to other vessels no matter how minor. 
The charter must report the incident to the Duty person at The Royal Southern Yacht Club at the earliest 
opportunity and when it is safe to do so, stating the situation, position of vessel, action taken and where 
the vessel is currently headed, so they can best allocate any assistance if necessary. 
Once ashore the charterer must fill out an incident reporting form and give all details and photographs for 
the club’s records, allowing the club to establish insurance contact and repair. 
Depending on findings on the incident The Royal Southern Yacht Club may find it necessary to retain the 
charterers deposit to cover insurance excess and effect repairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Incident Report 

Date  

Time  

Location  

Charterer Name  

Duty RSrnYC  
 

Accident  Injury  Near Miss  Collision  

 

Description of events (Continue on back if necessary): 

 

 

Description of action taken (Please attach any details or photographs as applicable): 

  

 

Was further medical attention required?      

 

 

(FOR OFFICE USE) 

Any comments to ensure that the incident does not happen again? 

 

 

Signature of Charterer   Signature of Duty RSrnYC  

  

 


