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Royal Southern Yacht Club & Ludis would like to thank 
all of the businesses that appear in this publication for 
their support and wish them continued commercial 
success. The content of this Yearbook is believed to be 
correct at the time of printing but we cannot endorse 
individual statements and readers should not rely 
solely upon the continued accuracy of any individual 
claims contained herein without consultation with the 
service provider. Designed & Printed by Ludis. 2024. 

© The Southern is published by the Royal Southern 
Yacht Club Ltd., Rope Walk, Hamble, Southampton 
SO31 4HB and distributed free to Members and other 
interested parties. Opinions expressed are those of the 
contributors and are not necessarily shared by the Editor 
and/or publishers. Although the greatest care has been 
taken in compiling this publication, the publishers and 
Editor accept no responsibility or liability for any errors, 
omissions or alterations, or for any consequences 
ensuing upon the use of, or reliance on any information 
given in this publication.

Royal Southern Yacht Club is the trading name of
Royal Southern Yacht Club Ltd
Registered Office: Rope Walk, Hamble SO31 4HB
Registered in England No. 05372495
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FROM THE 
COMMODORE

This has been a year of getting back 
to normal after the disruptions of 
the pandemic and an awful lot has 

been happening, both on and off the water.  
In this annual yearbook we have tried to 

cover as broad a span of our activities as 
possible, in order to give Members insight 
into, and tempt you to try, areas which you 
perhaps haven’t experienced before.

Our primary focus continues to be on-the-
water and 2023 has been no different.  It has 
however experienced the strangest weather, 
with mid-week heatwaves followed by 
weekend gales - as I know from first-hand 
experience.  Many major events, (Round-
the-Island, the Fastnet race, Cowes Week) 
saw unusually strong winds; even our 
Deauville Race organised jointly with the 
Junior Offshore Group and Royal London YC 
experienced gale force winds, which led to 
the sad loss of one of JOG’s crew members -  
emphasising yet again the primary importance 
of safety on board.    Many of these events are 
reported in more detail later in this Yearbook, 
recounted by members who took part. 

We are lucky to have incredibly talented 
members who achieve great things across 
a wide range of events.  Again, many are 
covered later in this Yearbook, but they 
include three junior members representing 
GB in their respective World Championships; 
three world champions in the adult classes; 
and Claire Dresser, who with Kate Cope, were 
the first ever all-female double-handed crew 
to complete the RORC Transatlantic Race.  

 Summer Series regattas, cruising and 
motorboat events were all well supported and 
we also hosted the J-Cup and WOKC (Women’s 

Open Keelboat Championship). In August 
we had our annual week of fun and havoc 
with over 100 children of various ages sailing 
Oppies, Feva’s and J70’s. One grandparent told 
me it “was the best ever” and our huge thanks 
go to Caroline Barber, assisted by Charlie 
Russell, for all the hard work that made that 
week so successful.  The Academy section of 
the Club ran various keel boat league events 
and our Academy Trophy regatta weekend was 
well attended by a number of universities.  I 
know that our Sailing Office has big plans for 
our Academy programme next year.

Ashore we closed the Upper bar area 
for refurbishment, which after 25 years of 
intensive use was in dire need of some TLC.  
If numbers at our Friday evening Happy Hour 
are anything to go by, then the refurbishment 
has been a resounding success.  The bar has 
now been re-named the Britannia Bar after 
the Royal Yacht, part of whose taffrail is 
mounted in the centre of the bar.

We have also completed a revamp of our 
Reception area, River Room and Members’ 
bar, now renamed the Cardigan bar. These 
projects were led by Lisa Rochford and our 
Rear Commodore House, Fred Ward, with 
input from a number of others including 
Lynn Fisher and Brian Curtis.  Other smaller 
upgrades have been undertaken including our 
passenger lift and new central heating boilers. 

Early in the new year, our Prince Philip Yacht 
Haven was dredged to maintain its originally 
planned depths, to offset gradual silting which 
has occurred over the last 5 or 6 years.  Ahead of 
that work, the lay-out of pontoons was modified 
to make access for the dredger easier. This 
proved very successful and our thanks go to the 

“PPYH working group” including members 
Peter Smith, David Greenhalgh, Steph Merry 
and others as well as Brian Ackerman and staff 
in the Sailing Office. The alterations mean that 
future dredging operations will be quicker and 
less costly.

Upgrades have also been made to 
our IT systems including new bedroom 
booking software; a new till system;  a new 
membership database and event booking 
system.  We have migrated our accounts from 
Sage to Xero, as well as outsourcing the lion’s 
share of the bookkeeping to a third party 
provider.  On top of that we have a new-look 
website. My thanks go to the many people 
who have helped with all these projects but 
especially to Matt and Kerry Richardson 
and Mark Greenaway.  Integration between 
these systems will reduce the requirement for 
manual intervention in coming years.

Our membership has grown steadily, 
kickstarted this year by special offers at the 
May and June Regattas. This proved very 
successful and my thanks go to Demian 
Smith (RC Sailing) and Mark Greenaway 
for managing the deluge of applications! In 
February, our total membership was 1,372 
of which 1,183 were paying adult members. 
At time of writing, total membership is 
1,526 of which 1,325 are paying adults.  
This represents a nett increase of 142 (12%) 
in paying members over the last 9 months. 
I believe this is recognition that we are 
providing the right on-the-water programme 
as well as providing a social event calendar, 
in the right sort of venue, that prospective 
members find attractive. 

Good staff are key to the ambience and mood 
within the Club and they deserve our respect at 
all times. I thank all the staff for their hard work 
during the year – and it has been a busy one!

In the current economic environment, 
staffing is an ongoing challenge and, inevitably, 
some have left for pastures new.  In April our 
General Manager, David, left and we decided 
not to replace him, but to have a flatter 
management structure.  We also lost Jim, our 
Front of House manager, and Dawn, our senior 
accountant.  Other leavers  from our Front of 
House team included Tom and Stewart.  Our 
thanks go to all of those staff who have left and 
we wish them all the best for the future. 

Our social programme has been full-on, 
from black-tie do’s to casual BBQ’s and rock 
music gigs – we have had it all.  Being of 

Scottish heritage I particularly enjoyed our 
Burns Night festivities, organised by our 
Motorboat group led by Rebecca Butler. 
This was followed by our Fitting Out supper 
and at our June Regatta we were entertained 
by the rock band ‘Lost Fenders’. This 
followed a casual conversation I had with 
new member Josh Phillips, who had recently 
moved to Hamble. Little did we know that 
he would bring together friends from bands 
such as Dire Straits and Status Quo! This was 
so popular that they came back again later in 
the summer and again in December. 

Trafalgar night is always a popular black 
tie event and this year it was again impeccably 
organised by Robert and Jane Vose – thank 
you both. I thoroughly enjoyed hacking away 
at the French and Spanish chocolate galleons 
with a cutlass!  Closing out the season was 
our Prize Giving, the Laying Up dinner, then 
the Christmas and New Year Parties.

Our Christmas Fayre was again organised 
by the Ladies committee, bringing many 
non-members into the club and helping boost 
our charity fund raising.  Wednesday evening 
lectures are proving very popular, often 
with 50 attendees sitting down for supper 
afterwards. The program has been pulled 
together by Ann Pedley and she deserves lots 
of thanks for this. 

The sporting clay shooting group has 
been reborn this year under the stewardship 
of Richard Konarek.  Our golfing activities 
have been quiet this year, but will hopefully 
re-emerge next year. Cyclists get together 
for a long ride once a month and weekly 
in the village - thank you Peter Halliday 
for organising this. Nikki Gardner kindly 
organises our weekly bridge session,  plus 
the odd sundowner, I’m sure!

We already have a full programme in 
place for 2024 – see the summary on a later 
page – which covers all these activities and 
I urge Members to participate in everything 
that takes your fancy. The more you put in 
the more you will get out.

It has been an honour to be your Commodore 
over the past year – a year of change at the Club 
in so many respects. I think we have achieved 
a great deal through the active contributions of 
our Members, Flag Officers and the Executive 
and especially its Chair, Vice-Commodore 
Matthew Richardson, for which I am extremely 
grateful.  We are all very lucky to have such a 
positive team in post.       gordon Craigen 
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MeMber SucceSSeS - 2023
Hugo Fletcher Optimist    Winner IOCA End of Season Championships and representing GBR at the Junior  
      Gold Cup in Bermuda
Finley Dickinson Laser    U21 World Champion
Ellie Driver Doublehanded Offshore Racing Female Offshore European Champion, 2nd in Double Handed Mixed World Championships
gabriella Burlton 420    Female National Champion, 1st British Females at World Championships, 1st British  
      Females at European Championships, representing GBR at World Sailing Youth World  
      Championships
Wolf Waschkuhn Dragon    World Champion
Caedon   Techno    Won the Weymouth UKWA Techno junior Cup event, and represented GBR at the Techno
Faulkner Leask     World Championships
Charles Thompson  J/70 Brutus II   Won the J70 UK National Championships, Grand Slam Series overall, & the 2023  
      World Championships
Doug Struth  J/70 DSP    Corinthian team finishes 2nd overall Grand Slam Series
Fenton Burgin International 6m Worlds Sioma Won the KSSS Cup and the Tim Street Trophy
Nathaniel Ward Internat’l F18   Won the UK National Championships
Clare Dresser  RORC Transatlantic   With Kate Cope, the first ever all-female, double-handed team – see later article
Simon Toms Rolex Middle Sea Race   3rd Overall IRC

ian Atkins IRC Dark ‘n’ Stormy  Silver Roman Bowl & Salver - Second O/A IRC 
Jerry Hill &  HP30 Moral Compass  Owen Parker Memorial Trophy - First O/A IRC Group 1 & HP30 Class Trophy, First HP30
Richard Faulkner 
ian Handley Banter     First IRC Division 3B
David Hitchcock Red Five    First ISC Rating System Division 4B
Minx, Red Five, Jeroboam Trophy   Second ISCRS Team Trophy
Ayaya 
Richard Powell First 40 Rogan Josh   Dream Yacht Charter First 40 Trophy
David   J BOAT TROPHY J’ronimo  First J Boat
greenhalgh
gary & Oscar Fry X-Yachts Trophy Minx  First ISCRS X-Yacht on corrected time 

round the ISland race

 
Osmotech is one of the south coast’s leading yacht refit and repair companies with over 30 years experience in

the marine industry.
We have 20 members of staff and their expertise covers a broad spectrum of skills from systems refits, stabilizer
and passerelle installations, bow and stern thruster installations, teak decks, joinery and carpentry, Osmosis and

all aspects of GRP repairs.
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are the main dealers for a well-chosen range of marine brands, supplying and fitting, systems, bow
thrusters, stabilizers, generators and heaters. We have a reputation for excellence, value and customer service 

Hamble Point Marina, Hamble-le-Rice Southampton, SO31 4NB
enquiries@osmotech.co.uk (+44) 023 8045 6450 www.osmotech.co.uk 

Osmotech are proud to announce the sponsorship partnership with Megan Brickwood and Steph Orton, local
sailors on their Campaign to win the 2024 Olympics. 

 

all aspects of GRP repairs.
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north 
SaIlS 
May 
regatta 
- a Cracking Start 
for our Summer Series
by Louay Habib

A record number of 84 teams 
competed in the first regatta of 
the Royal Southern Yacht Club’s 

Summer Series held Sunday and Bank 
Holiday Monday (7-8th May) to avoid 
clashing with King Charles III’s coronation.

A light to moderate gradient breeze 
provided variable conditions, but the 
competition was as fierce as ever. The 
southerly breeze gusting over the Isle of 
Wight made reading the changes in speed and 
direction the keys to a winning performance. 
Ashore, the Royal Southern’s Clubhouse on 
the banks of the Hamble River was regatta-
central with well over 300 sailors enjoying 
the club’s hospitality.

Three race areas were set in the Solent 
– one for the Black Group for three IRC 
Classes, J/111 One Designs, and the HP30 
Class; another for the White Group for J/70 
and SB20 One Designs; and one for Red 
Group for Cape31 One-Designs. North Sails 
experts were not only racing but also out 
on the water observing and recording the 
action for an after-racing debrief, including 
drone footage. 

PRO Peter Bateson was managing the 
Black Group and first away was the 12-strong 
IRC One Class, won by Ian Atkins’ GP42 
Dark ‘N’ Stormy, scoring three race wins. 
Top in the Performance 40 (P40) sub-class 
and a close second in IRC One was Ed 
Bell’s JPK 1180 Dawn Treader, scoring five 
podium finishes, including two race wins. 
Tim Webb’s Swan 45 Luna was third in IRC 
One and second in P40. Michael Blair’s King 
40 Cobra was third in P40.

“That was intense, just 10-20 seconds in 
each race, which kept us on our toes, and 
it was great fun,” commented Ian Atkins. 

Louise Makin and Chris Jones racing 
JourneyMaker II won all six races in the one-
design J/111 Class. Tony & Sally Mack’s 
McFly was second, just a point ahead of Paul 
Griffiths’ Jagerbomb.  Seven J/111 were in 
action and despite JourneyMaker winning 
every race, the finish times were very close 
right through all six races.

Jerry Hill’s Farr 280 Moral Compass 
scored five race wins and a second place 
to romp home in the HP30 Class. Lucian 
Stone’s Fareast 28 Vendetta was second, 
two points ahead of Jamie Rankin’s Farr 280 
Pandemonium in third.

“It is good to see big fleets out on the 
Solent racing with the ‘Southern, especially 
a lot of young sailors which the sport needs” 
commented Jerry Hill.  

James Chalmer’s J/112 Happy Daize 
scored six straight bullets to dominate IRC 
Two. Second was Edward Mockridge with 
JPK 1010 Elaine Again. A close battle for 
third was won by Tim Octon’s Corby 35 
Njos, just a point ahead of Gordon Craigen’s 
J/105 Jacana.

Simon Perry’s Cape 31, Jiraffe

Jerry Hill and Richard 
Faulkner’s Moral 

Compass, HP30
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With 12 teams racing in IRC Three, the 
class proved to be highly competitive with 
close racing throughout the regatta, including 
a tie for first in Race 5, between Frank 3 and 
Quokka. Oliver and Sam Love’s SJ320 Frank 
3 won the class from Ian Handley’s Mustang 
30 Banter with Peter Rutter’s Half Tonner 
Quokka 9 taking third.

The White Group course was overseen by 
CRO Tom Rusbridge with Tanya Robinson.  
First away were sixteen J/70s where Doug 
Struth’s DSP, with Tom Mallandine on the 
helm was the winner. DSP won only one of 
the nine races held, with five different teams 
winning races, demonstrating the high level 
of competition in this class. Martin Dent’s 
Jelvis was second by a single point from 
Max Clapp’s Little J. Jonathan Calascione’s 
Calypso was just four points off the podium.

“A really good regatta, thoroughly 
enjoyable,” commented DSP’s Doug 
Struth. 

Explore the Water 
with King Edward VI School

We offer a range of water sports activities, from sailing adventures to 
coastal excursions, available for all students to enjoy.

These are just some of the many extracurricular activities waiting for your 
child to explore and enjoy!

To discover all King Edward VI School has to offer please visit 

kes.school
Untitled-9   1 25/09/2023   12:23:38



12  / / 13

Simon Perry’s Cape31  
Jiraffe approaching the mark

Next to start were eight SB20s.  Liam 
Pardy’s SBW Racing came out on top, scoring 
all podium finishes including five race wins. 
Second was Charlie Whelan’s Breaking Bod. 
Third was Mark Gillett’s Twenty, just a point 
ahead of Robin Kirby’s Absolute Carnage.

CRO Paul Ward with Peter Saxton were 
running the separate race area set up for 
the Cape 31s.  Twelve boats raced for 
what had been billed as Round Zero of the 
Cape31 Race Circuit. Mike Bartholomew’s 
Tokoloshe 4, with son David on the helm, 
won four of the six races to take the regatta 
win by a handsome margin. Simon Perry’s 
Jiraffe was second, just two points ahead of 
James Howells’s Gelert.

Tokoloshe’s David Bartholomew 
commented  “The racing this weekend has 

been incredibly close; boat for boat on the 
water positions are changing all the time, 
which makes the racing exciting as well as 
really good fun. 

The Prize Giving for the North Sails 
May Regatta was hosted by the Club’s 
Rear Commodore Sailing, Damien Smith 
along with Jeremy Smart from North 
Sails.  Damien thanked North Sails for 
their continued support and especially the 
coaching and expert advice they provided – 
so important at the beginning of the racing 
season.  He also thanked the Club members 
who manned the race management teams 
Club staff who had worked tirelessly all 
weekend to deliver a successful regatta, on 
and off the water.

YOUR LOCAL PROPERTY EXPERTS SINCE 1997
With over 60 years combined experience of successfully selling property in the local area, 
time and time again, our highly professional, trusted and motivated team is best placed 

to achieve the highest sale price for your property.

Situated in the heart of Hamble’s cobbled High Street, close to the River, yacht clubs and 
marinas, Hamble Estate Agency is an independent agency yet part of an impressive “Team” 

network of  offices connecting to buyers far and wide, and nationally and internationally 
through websites like Rightmove and Zoopla.

If you are considering selling please contact us on 

02380 455055 or post@hamble estateagency.com
For a free and confidential valuation. We always operate on a no 

sale no fee basis.

www.hambleestateagency.com

PANTAENIUS.CO.UK
Pantaenius UK Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Authorised No. 308688)

INSURANCE 
YOU CAN 
RELY ON               

Get your quote today!

   01752 223656  
  quotes@pantaenius.co.uk
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CHAMPAGNE 
SAILING, 
SUNSHINE 
& SHORESIDE 
SHENANIGANS

Fifty six teams competed in Round 
2 of the Royal Southern Summer 
Series – the Champagne Charlie 

June Regatta sponsored by Charles Heidsieck 
on 3-4 June. Appropriately, the conditions 
made for ‘champagne’ sailing with gusty 
and shifty winds from the North East, and 
plenty of sunshine. Shoreside, the Club ran 
one of its most popular evenings in memory 
with live music from the Lost Fenders – a 
star studded band which includes members 
from Procol Harum and Dire Straits.

On Saturday, three races were held for 
Black Group – two windward-leewards 
followed by a round-the-cans. Course Race 
Officer Paul Jackson IRO looked after the 
44 boats split across 5 classes. In IRC 1, Ian 
Atkin’s Dark’N’Stormy won the first two 
races, with Cobra taking the honours in the 
third.

In IRC 2, Adam Gosling’s JPK ‘Yes!’ 
won races 1 and 2, with race 3 going the 
way of Happy Daize. IRC 3 was the largest 
class with 16 entries and it was very tight at 
the top. J’ronimo won race 1, John Allen’s 
AntiX took race 2, whilst the honours in the 
final race of the day went to Ian Handley and 
his team on Banter. 

In the one-design J/111 class, 
JourneyMaker II, skippered by Louise 
Makin, dominated proceedings taking three 
bullets. In comparison, the HP30 class was 
extremely tight at the top. Farr 280s won 
races 1 and 2 – Moral Compass and then 
Pandemonium. The Fareast 28 Resolute took 
race 3.

In White Group, Course Race Officer 
Charlie Stowe NRO and his team did a great 
job of running 5 sprint races each for the two 
classes. In the J/70s, William Edwards and 
his Sardonyx Xi team took three race wins 

Sponsor of the June Regatta,
 Charles Heidsieck Champagne

with the other two won by Jelly Fish and Woof respectively. In the SB20 
class, both James Neilson and Simon Berry took two race wins each 
with Tan Gwyllt taking the other victory.

by Tor Cheney.

Everything from 
small repairs and 

troubleshooting, 
to major refi ts 

and full system 
replacements. 

Whether you want a new 
sound system or a full suite of 
navigational instruments The 
Vital Spark is here to help. We 

work with all major brands and 
offer a full parts and labour 

warranty with each installation. 

17/05/2021 https://www.simrad-yachting.com/globalassets/simrad/simrad-75-yrs-logo-95x40.svg

https://www.simrad-yachting.com/globalassets/simrad/simrad-75-yrs-logo-95x40.svg 1/1At The Vital Spark we strive to be the premier 
choice for clients, with an unparalleled 
reputation for quality, value for money and 
successful delivery. 

Our vision is to be the best in everything we 
set out to do – an exceptional organisation 
people are proud to work with.

Offi ce Number: 02381 849677
Email: craig@thevitalspark.co.uk
www.thevitalspark.co.uk 

      thevitalspark.uk
      @thevitalsparkhamble
      thevitalspark.uk

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE

      @thevitalsparkhamble

Our extensive customer base includes large 
marine companies where we act as sub-
contractors as well as private boat owners. 
Whilst much of our work is carried out at our 
base in the Hamble, we work with clients 
right along the south coast of England.

Untitled-11.indd   1 04/10/2023   12:32:26
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“In White group, Sardonyx took a clean 
sweep on race wins in the J/70 class to 
secure overall victory.” 

The boats then headed ashore and 
competitors were greeted to street food 
including pizza and Purbani Indian. Lucia 
Philips and her band Tripleseven were 
performing in the marquee which helped 
create a great atmosphere. Later in the evening, 
the Club hosted an exclusive performance 
from the Lost Fenders. A band made up of 
legendary performers – Josh Phillips (Procol 
Harum), John Illsley (Dire Straits), Richard 
Studholme (Pro Guitarist), Craig Alexander 
(Top Session Drummer), and Sam Tanner 
(Rock’s Finest Piano Player).

Sunday brought more glamourous but 
challenging conditions. Dark’N’Stormy took 
a clean sweep of race wins to secure IRC 1 
class win. Cobra was second overall with the 

Cape 31 Jiraffe in third. In IRC 2, two race 
wins for Yes! was enough to secure overall 
victory and allow them an early trip home. 
Happy Daize took the final round-the-cans 
race to secure second in class, with Arcus 
sailing a consistent series to complete the 
podium. 

In IRC 3, just a single point separated the 
top three overall. Race 3 went to Quokka 
9 who finished third overall. Frank 3 took 
victory in the second race of the day but 
some lower ranking scores elsewhere in the 
series meant she finished outside the podium 
overall. Banter won the final race of the day 
and came second overall. Despite not taking 
a victory since race 1, David Greenhalgh and 
his J’ronimo team kept it consistent to win 
the overall class prize by a single point. 

In the J/111s, Paul Wollmann in Frequent 
Flyer took victory in race 4 – the only win not 
to go to Journeymaker who unsurprisingly 
wrapped up the class. The Club’s Event 
Director, Dirk van Beek and his Sabriel team 
was second overall with Jitterbug in third. 
The HP30 class remained tight until the end 
despite Jester taking 3 from 3 on the second 
day. Moral Compass was a point behind in 
second overall with Pandemonium another 
point back to complete the podium.

ENJOYiNg THE 
SUNSHiNE 

AFTER RACiNg 
ON SATURDAY

Paul Griffith’s Jaggerbomb, finished 4th in J/111

In White Group, Sardonyx took a clean 
sweep on race wins in the J/70 class to secure 
overall victory. Jelly Fish was second overall, 
and Woof third. In was tighter in the SB20s 
with victories on the second day going to 
James Neilson (regatta winner), and Phil 
Tilley (third in class). Simon Berry kept it 
consistent to finish as runner up.

Pro Peter bateSon 
and the coMMIttee 
boat teaM enJoyIng a 
feW MoMentS of calM.

Shoreside, title sponsors Charles 
Heidsieck had lined up plenty of Champagne 
for the prize winners. Royal Southern Rear 
Commodore Sailing Demian Smith thanked 
the Principal Race Officer, Tanya Robinson, 
the Course Race Officers and those who had 
lent their boats as Committee Vessels. 

by Tor Cheney
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SHIFTY CONDITIONS FOR THE 
THIRD IN OUR SUMMER SERIES  
– Salcombe gin July regatta
by tor cheney

The 8-9th July saw the third event in 
our Summer Series – sponsored by 
Salcombe Gin. It was a weekend of 

light shifting winds making it challenging for 
the sailors and race officers alike, requiring 
constant adjustment of the courses and 
starting lines.  

Despite the conditions, Ian Bullock IRO 
successfully ran six races for the five classes 
in Black Group. The teams enjoyed a mix of 
round-the-cans and windward-leeward races 
over the weekend.

Oliver Love’s 
Frank 3 racing in IRC 3 

IRC 3 was the largest fleet in the regatta 
and the results were neck and neck with the 
winner being decided on count back and just 
two points separating the top four teams. 
David Greehalgh came first on J92 J’ronimo 
with Ian Handley’s Banter, coming second 
on count back. After leading after day one 
John Allen’s AntiX came third. Ian Handley, 
Banter, said “Many thanks to the Royal 

L to R, Frank 3 finished 
6th in IRC 3, Hot Rats 

finished 3rd in IRC 2, John 
Howell’s Arcus 2nd IRC 2 

and unidentified yacht  

Southern Yacht Club and Salcombe Gin for a 
wonderful weekend of racing and great race 
management.”

Brian Denney’s J99 Jalapeno 3 took home 
the top prize in IRC 2 with John Howell’s 
Arcus just one point behind in second and 
Hot Rats in third. 
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In the J111 Class Louise Makin’s 
Journeymaker continued their winning 
streak in the Summer Series with three 
bullets in six races. Jagerbomb came second 
and McFly third.

Tony Mack’s J/111 McFly finished 
3rd in class, with JourneyMaker
to leeward

Tony Lambert’s J/111 Jolene in close competition

The Prince Consort
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www.theprinceconsortpub.co.uk 
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Jeremy Hill won the HP30 Class on Moral 
Compass securing his place at the top of the 
Summer Series leaderboard. Jamie Rankin’s 
Pandemonium came second with Jester 
coming third on countback to Mako.

Jeremy Hill’s Moral Compass, 
finished 1st in HP30.

In White Group Race Officer Charlie 
Stowe and his team ran 9 great windward 
leeward races for the J70 Class. Timothy 
Dickson and crew on Jelly Fish almost 
finished the regatta with a picket fence 
discarding their only second. A great 
performance in a competitive J70 Class. 
Jack Davies on Yeti came second and Ian 
Wilson completed the podium in third on 
Geisha.

Charlie Stowe said, “The small but 
select J70 fleet completed 9 races over 
the weekend in some extremely variable 
conditions. Saturday especially saw the 
light wind come from every compass angle 
at some point during the day, keeping 
the mark layers very busy.” The evening 
drinks courtesy of the sponsors, Salcombe 
gin, were well deserved! Sunday dawned 
looking light and shifty again however was 
more stable than forecast and by the final 
two races up to 15 knots of wind saw plenty 
of downwind planning and exciting mark 

SEPTEMBER 
REGATTA
all photographs © Paul Wyeth / rSrnyc

Antigua Sailing Week sponsored 
our September regatta on 15th-
17th as the fourth and final event 

of the 2023 Summer Series.  
After two previous regattas with light 

to moderate winds, September provided a 
complete contrast with moderate winds on 
Friday for the Cape31’s; no wind whatsoever 
for the entire fleet on Saturday, followed on 
Sunday by black skies, thunderstorms and 
strong winds which forced a number of 
boats to retire.  

As well as being the finale of our 
Summer Series, this regatta played host 
to Round Five of the Cape31 2023 Race 
Circuit, delivering a spectacular weekend 
of competitive sailing that truly tested the 
mettle of the 20 teams in attendance.  The 
first day of this 3-day event witnessed a 
sunny start, accompanied by 8-12 knots of 
wind from the South East. The Cape 31’s 
enjoyed a perfect three-race day thanks to 
Red Group Race Officer Ian Bullock.

Saturday’s forecast mirrored Friday’s 

conditions, but upon reaching the racecourse, 
it soon became clear that the expected breeze 
would fail to materialize. Black, White and 
Red Groups waited patiently on the water 
and, before long, race officers Peter Bateson 
and Ian Bullock made the prudent decision 
to bring the three fleets ashore.  Here they 
enjoyed the warm hospitality of the Club, 
complete with live music, great food, and 
splendid weather.

roundings. In the end consistency, good boat 
speed and handling saw Team Dickinson 
take a comfortable victory”

After racing on Saturday afternoon the 
club was buzzing and crews enjoyed the 
delights of the Salcombe Gin reception. 
The reception was followed by street food 
and live music into the evening from Katy 
Kelly.  On Sunday, Salcombe Gin had lined 
up some great prizes for the grateful class 
winners.  

Salcombe Gin, the regatta sponsor

by Tor Cheney
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Sandy Askew’s Cape31 Flying 
Jenny finished 1st in class

Lennard van Oeveren’s Cape31 Motions, 
winner of the Corinthian class

Nick Phillips’ Cape31 Chaotic finished 3rd 
in class, leading the fleet at this point ahead of 
Flying Jenny

Sunday, however, brought an abrupt end 
to the British Summer, as intense winds, 
thunderstorms, and lightning took centre stage. 
The race committee faced a daunting task of 
managing racing in difficult and unpredictable 
weather.  

After completing three races in the light 
conditions on the Friday, Cape31’s in the 
Red Group raced three races in totally 
different circumstances.  Most yachts 
completed all three races, with Sandy 
Askew’s Flying Jenny winning overall, with 
the Bartholomew’s Tokoloshe and Nick 
Phillip’s Chaotic in second and third place 
respectively. In the Corinthian division first 
was Lennard Van Oeveren’s, Dutch-owned 
Motions, followed by Dan O’Grady’s Aja 
and David Cummins’ Flurg.

The Black Group hosted IRC 1 together 
with the Performance 40’s, IRC 2 & 3, J/111 
and HP30, with three races completed.  Tim 
Webb’s Swan 45 Luna won IRC 1 / P40 
followed by Richard Powell’s Rogan Josh 
and Rebecca Anthony on Darkwood. IRC 
2 was won by Paul Newell’s Arcus, second 
was Elaine Again and third Jalapeno 3. In the 
ever competitive IRC 3 Ian Handley’s Banter 
took the win with three bullets, second was 
Simon Shillaker’s Jambo and third Becky 
Walford’s Brenda’s J.

Tim Webb’s Luna, 
1st in IRC 1/P40

Lance Adams Cape 31 Katabatic, getting ready to hoist her spinnaker.



/ 2726  / 

Rebecca Anthony’s Darkwood finished 3rd in IRC 1

In the HP30 class Lucian Stone’s 
Vendetta won with Jeremy Hill’s Moral 
Compass coming second and Michael John 
Lewis’s Jester in third. Louise Makin’s 
Journey Maker won the J111 Class with 
Cornal Riklin’s Jitterbug in second and 
Paul Wollmann’s Frequent Flyer in third. 

In the White Group J/70 class, weather 
conditions forced the race officers to 
attempt only two races on Sunday, with 
many boats retiring or not racing at all.  
Simon Patterson’s Standfast was the only 

Louise Makin’s JourneyMaker II (1st in 
J/111) with Paul Griffith’s Jagerbomb 
(5th) to leeward

Despite the challenging conditions, Ian 
Handley’s Banter finished 1st in IRC 3

boat to finish both races and won the class.
For those boats that managed to race it 

was an exhilarating but exhausting day.  
Crews were glad to get back ashore, dry off 
and enjoy a cool drink and hot food.  The 
sponsors, Antigua Sailing Week, provided 
some great prizes for class winners. Ian 
Handley picked up the overall prize for 
the Regatta for his performance on Banter. 
The Club and exhausted competitors 
thanked the sponsor, Salcombe Gin, for 
their prizes.

Jeremy Hill’s Moral Compass, finished 2nd in HP30.

/ 27

long-serving J/92’s fighting for the top spot. 
After multiple protests, the day ended with Jack 
Banks’ J/92 Nightjar in 1st place, followed by 
Simon Shillaker’s Jambo and Becky Walford’s 
Brendas J.  Nightjar held her place after day 
2 with David Greenhalgh’s J’ronimo moving 
up to second place and Brenda’s J in third, 
positions they all held by the end of the final 
day’s racing.  Becky also took home the award 
for 1st J Cup entry and 1st Female Helm which 
she retained from last year’s J Cup.On 15th June the Key Yachting J 

Cup Regatta kicked off with 45 
yachts and almost 300 sailors 

enjoying sunny conditions in the central 
Solent over three days.  On day one, racing 
began at lunchtime, with the wind picking 
up towards the end of the afternoon. Black 
group and J/99’s managed to complete 2 
races by the end of the day, but the fleet of 
J/70’s only completed one race.  On days two 
and three the breeze was more consistent, 
allowing a full schedule of races. 

The fight to the top spot in IRC Class 
1 was between Mike and Sarah Wallis’ 
J/122E Jahmali and John Treanor’s brand 
new J/112E ValenTina, with Jamali in top 
spot after day 1 but trading places by the 
end of day 2.  By the end of day 3 it was 
ValenTina that took 1st place. This was a 
fantastic result for the Irish crew and the 
J/112E as this was her first ever race after 
her commissioning just a week earlier. Mike 
and Sarah Wallis’ well experienced Jahmali 
took 2nd place and Gordon Craigen’s J/105 
Jacana finished in 3rd.

An exciting first day of racing for IRC 
2 which consisted of four experienced and 

Key yachtIng 
- J cuP 
regatta 2023 
organised by the royal 
Southern yacht club

Tony Mack’s J/111 McFly.

J/70 Brutus II finished 1st.

The J/111 fleet enjoying a glorious spinnaker run.
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The strong fleet of eight J/109’s also saw 
the leading yachts trading places, with John 
Smart’s Jukebox going into the final day in 
top spot followed by David McGough’s Just 
So and David Richards’ Jumping Jellyfish.  
In the third day’s racing Mike and Susie 
Yates’ Jago climbed up the leaderboard to 
take the National Championship title, with 
Jumping Jellyfish just one point behind and 
Just So another point behind. 

Reigning J/111 National Champion Tony 
Mack’s McFly continued their success, 
maintaining first place over all three days, 
and discarding a 3rd place finish.  Fighting 
it out behind them were  Cornel Riklin’s 
Jitterbug, Chris Jones and Louise Makin’s 
JourneyMaker  II and Paul Griffiths 
Jagerbomb, finishing the regatta in that order.  

After managing only one race on day 1, the 
J/70’s got three races in on day 2.  Paul Ward’s 
Eat Sleep J Repeat went into the final day in first 
place, closely followed by Charles Thompson’s 
Brutus II and Mathieu Cadei skippering Little 
J in third.  On the final day Eat Sleep J Repeat 
slipped down to third place, leaving Charles 
Thompson’s Brutus II to take the trophy, with 
Mathieu Cadei on Little J in second place.

On day one the J/99’s managed to complete 
2 races and things were looking good for David 
Lean’s Jackpot which scored two bullets.  
Mark Hepburn’s Janx Spirit followed in 2nd 
place and in third place was Kevin Taylor’s 
Jump 2 it.  Jackpot continued to hold onto the 
lead on day 2, after scoring 2-2-1, but Jump 2 
it  and Janx Spirit traded places.  On the final 
day Jackpot continued in first place but Janx 
Spirit and Jump 2 it traded places again to 
finish in second and third place respectively.

David Lean’s J/99,  Jackpot, were also 
overall winners of the J-Cup 2023.

At the end of racing on Day 3 everyone 
returned to the Clubhouse for the prizegiving 
dinner where Georgia Bowden, Marketing 
and Events at Key Yachting, thanked the 
Royal Southern Yacht Club for a fantastic 
3 days and all the sponsors that make this 
event possible – B&G and the team from The 
Vital Spark, North Sails, MDL Marinas, XV 
Stripes, Henri Lloyd, Salcombe Distilling 
and Hambledon Vineyard.

David Lean and the crew of Jackpot, winners of the J-Cup.

Competitive starts in IRC Class 1.

Royal  Thames team in J/70’s.

Charles Thompson’s
Brutus II team collect their prize

John Treanor’s J/112E 
ValenTina, took 1st in IRC 1.

The J/111 fleet with more breeze.

Hannah La Prevost and Brian 
Denney on borrowed J/99, Jam.
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At the January Executive meeting 
we decided that following the 
Covid pandemic and all that it 

entailed, we should take the opportunity 
to take a good look at ourselves and press 
the reset button. It was time for change and 
doing nothing was not an option .

As a result we agreed to project Sparkle 
Spend 1, to improve and update the Upper bar, 
which was looking distinctly tired and dated .

A working party consisting of Lisa Rochford 
and myself was convened to present, organise 
and deliver the necessary change 
and, to the surprise and delight of 
both of us, it quickly became clear 
that we shared the same vision of 
what we wanted to achieve.  We 
then convened the support of Brian 
Curtis, Lynn Fisher and Ladies 
Committee whose support proved 
invaluable.

To give us direction and 
clarity we focussed on Members 
current requirements, whilst, 
paying homage to both the club’s 
history and our late patron, HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh. It was 
therefore decided to rename the 
upper bar area the Britannia Bar, and indeed 
a montage of HMS Britannia greets you on 
arrival at the top of the staircase.

The refurbishment also gave us the 
opportunity to display some other artefacts 
that are relevant to our history as a Club and 
who we are.

The Admiral’s flag from HMS Hermes, 
the aircraft carrier most famous for its role 
in the Falklands war was flown from our 
flagpole and photographed in high definition 
to capture movement and emotion and then 
transposed onto a wrap that adorns the 
Yeoman Room wall in a nod to modernity. 
Our grateful thanks to Brian Curtis for both 
his time and creativity .

2023 a year 
of neW 
begInnIngS

In addition we were able to display the 
Royal Standard from HMS Britannia, which 
was kindly donated by Past Commodore 
Colin Hall, who was also responsible for the 
construction of the clubhouse building that we 
all enjoy to this day. Portraits of King George 
V and Queen Mary were discovered and hung 
in the bar and are now the subject of some 
investigation by the Royal Portrait Gallery.

Complete redecoration and refurbishment 
of the restaurant, bar and lounge area was 
completed using a mixture of different colours 
and furniture styles to create a warm and 
welcoming ambience in what has become 
locally the venue of choice. Three magnificent 
feature Chandeliers complete the scene.

by Fred Ward

Yarmouth Harbour, The Quay, Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, PO41 0NT
info@yarmouth-harbour.co.uk  |  +44 (0)1983 760321

Dreaming of an 
Island getaway?
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difference?

WELCOME ABOARD!  
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equipped with all you may 

need for a break on the water.

UNWIND AND MAKE MEMORIES   
Enjoy a lazy breakfast on the patio. 

Experience unrivalled views of the Solent 
from the roof terrace.

yarmouth-harbour.co.ukBerthing available if arriving by boat.
Call 01983 760321 for further details.

Book here:

LUXURY FLOATING
HOLIDAY WATERLODGES
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All the works were completed in a five week 
timescale and the Britannia Bar was reopened 
by Commodore Gordon Craigen in time for 
the Coronation Weekend, which proved to be 
a great success and gave all the members the 
chance to mix and mingle together again after 
the horrors of the pandemic.

Following on from the very successful 
launch of The Britannia Bar the Executive 
Committee commissioned Sparkle 
Spend 2, to continue their ambition of 
transformational change. This phase aimed 
to change not only the way we look but also 
the way we do things.

The brief was to deliver an impressive, 
stylish, modern but more functional 
reception area which will enable the senior 
management team to improve both the 
members’ and visitors’ experience, by 
moving back office staff to front of house.

In order to pay homage to our past history 
and reinvigorate our association with the 
King’s Royal Hussars, it was decided to turn 
the two separate areas (the Members’ Bar 
and the River Room) into one, to be known 
as the Lord Cardigan bar.

Lord Cardigan was a founding member 
of the Royal Southampton Yacht Club, later 
re-named the Royal Southern in 1844, whilst 
he was also the Commander in Chief of the 
King’s Royal Hussars.

We have made considerable changes to 
create what we hope will be a warm and 
welcoming environment on both floors.  
In the Lord Cardigan bar, the benefit of a 
roaring logburner should create the perfect 
environment for Members to congregate on 
cold winter nights.

Lisa and I would like to thank all the 
members of our team, Brian Curtis, Lynn 
Fisher, Ladies Committee, all the Staff, in 
particular Brian Ackerman, and all those 
who assisted with the project. 

Frederick R Ward FBII
Rear Commodore House
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PLAYING ART DETECTIVE – 
KING GEORGE V (CLUB PATRON 1910 – 1936)

& QUEEN MARY 
– by ginny nixon

Y ou will have noticed the 
impressive, newly-restored 
royal portraits at the top of the 

stairs to the Britannia Bar.  
 In 2018, I was horrified to find the staff 

were about to throw away 
the Club’s old pictures and 
these were amongst them.  I 
was intrigued, so turned art 
detective, wondering if they 
had wider historical value 
and are worth conservation.  
This is what I have 
discovered so far.

My first port of call 
was the National Portrait 
Gallery where a friend of 
mine worked.  I was referred 
to the Curators of the 
Reference Collection and of 
Photographs, who identified 
them as portraits of King 
George V and Queen Mary 
in their coronation robes, 
probably photogravures, 
either from their original 
photographs or photographs 

of paintings.  They couldn’t find identical 
versions in their collections and thought 
they were worth looking after as they are 
in good condition.

Eventually we found a signature, of the 
well-known artist Isaac Snowman (1874-
1947) who painted the royal couple by 
special invitation in 1911.

I found Snowman’s oil painting of 
King George V on an auction website and 
its dated 1911.  It is remarkably 
similar, though not identical – how many 
differences can you spot?

The picture of Queen Mary was much 
harder to track down, and eventually 
turned up as an image of Snowman’s 
painting of her on a postcard, but so 
far, there is no trace of the original oil 
painting.

So, are the Club pictures photogravures 
from the original photos or from photos 
of Snowman’s paintings?  If the former 
why did he sign them, and if the latter 
why are there differences?

The pictures were presented by Sir 
Hamilton Pym Freer-Smith RNCS in 
1915.  Sir Hamilton had a motor-cruiser 
called Plelone and entered the annual 
Regatta of the Motor Yacht Club at Netley 
in 1907, but we don’t know if he was a 
member of the Royal Southern.  

Quite why and how the pictures came 
to the clubhouse in Hamble remains a 
mystery.

Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Howden UK Brokers Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 307663. Registered in England and Wales under company registration 
number 02831010. Registered Office: One Creechurch Place, London, EC3A 5AF. Calls may be monitored and recorded for quality assurance purposes

* 10% discount for RSYC members and an additional 10% discount for marina berth holders in the UK
**T&Cs apply - visit www.HavenKJ.com/news/buddys-benefits for details

Customer Service 
Category

Up to 20% discount* on boat 
insurance for Royal Southern 
Yacht Club Members

Buddy’s Benefits – Refer a friend to us and each get a £20 Amazon voucher** 

Online portal to manage boat insurance quotes and renewals

Emergency out of hours claims helpline for when you need us most

Ask to speak to our Specialist team if you have more ambitious boating plans

Call 01732 223650
Email Hello@HavenKJ.com
Web HavenKJ.com

Enter “RSYC” in “How did you 
hear about us” for your discount
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fIrSt all-feMale, 
double-handed 
creW to fInISh 
rorc 
tranSatlantIc 
race

It came out of the blue around Easter 
2022 when Claire’s phone rang.  “Hi, 
it’s Kate Cope here. I’m planning to do 

the RORC Transatlantic race, double-handed, 
next year. Would you like to do it with me?” 
Claire hesitated and Kate intervened “You can 
think about it”. And so started an adventure 
most of us would think about for a long time, 
before politely finding an excuse.

Kate was planning to do the race in her 
32 foot Sunfast Purple Mist and, together 
with Claire, would be the first all-female, 
double-handed crew to tackle this 2,995 mile 
race from Lanzarote in the Canary Islands to 
Grenada in the Caribbean.  

Claire knew of Kate, but didn’t actually 
know her at the time of this phone call. It was 
a pretty big decision and thoughts went round 
her mind over the rest of the day. “The children 
are all grown up and sort of independent; I’ve 
worked at the BBC for more than 30 years, 
so I’m eligible for a sabbatical break; it’s 
been a pretty torrid few years with Covid, the 
menopause and the death of my father; how 
would I feel if I said no; and finally, if I don’t 
do it now, will I ever get another chance?” The 
decision was made overnight and she called 
Kate in the morning and announced “I’m in”.

That created a major problem for them – with 
only nine months to the start; 132 line items to 
get the boat up to RORC’s entry standard; and 
effectively just five months to complete the 600 
qualifying miles of offshore racing.

But let’s step back to explore what brought 
Claire to this point.

Her parents, Bill and Denise Cartlidge (also 
Royal Southern Members), were always keen 

sailors and lived in Chichester Harbour. She 
started to sail around the age of 8 and at 9 she 
was given a Cormorant dinghy.  “I loved that 
dinghy and sailed her single-handed all over 
the harbour, often sleeping overnight in the 
boat underneath a boom tent.  I know every 
nook and cranny of that harbour”.   

In her teenage years she sailed Fireflies 
at school and crewed on her parents’ yachts, 
Penrose 2 and then 3, tackling all the jobs 
on board, except one - which we will come 
back to later. Then a decade-long break from 
sailing followed, working and living in central 
London, bringing up young children with a 
husband who didn’t sail. Bill and Den used to 
take the grandchildren sailing in the holidays, 
so they also had some of Claire’s upbringing.

Then the siren-call of the water drew her 
back. She joined the Royal Southern and 
started crewing on other members’ boats. She 
did every job on board, mast, bow, navigation, 
and racing on many different yachts. She 
really enjoyed the variety and learned much 
about different yacht designs; but “I wanted 
to be in charge – which I knew meant I would 
have to buy my own yacht.” It was love at 
first sight when she stepped aboard a Sigma 
362 in Brixham, subsequently renamed Lady 
Penrose. But this created another challenge – 
“the one job no Skipper will ever allow you to 
do is park their boat”. So she fendered Lady P 
and spent an entire weekend just parking her, 
again and again, in the club’s yacht haven.

But back to the Transatlantic. The weekend 
after that phone call, Kate and Claire did a short 
cruise down to the forts off Portsmouth, agreed 
they were both up for it and entered the JOG St 

Club Member Claire Dresser with kate Cope

Malo 150 mile race the following weekend. 
It was a Friday afternoon drive down from 
London, arriving late, jump on board and get to 
the start line as quick as you can. The weather 
was awful - strong winds on the nose, with big 
waves breaking over the bow and down the 
full length of the deck. “We were both seasick, 
ending up on the cockpit floor feeling miserable 
and soaked through, while the boat sailed 
itself close-hauled towards Alderney.” The 
noise was incredible, with the boat pounding 
though the waves and no insulating headlining 
or furnishings below.  As they approached the 
French coast the seas got slightly calmer and 
Claire was able to check their position, to 
discover they were lying in third place. Then it 
was action-stations, trimming sails and steering 
by hand, to make sure they held their position to 
the finish – which they did! They learned a lot 
from that experience; better foul-weather gear - 
essential; never give up; but most importantly, 
how they got on with and trusted each other – 
the Atlantic challenge was definitely on.

There followed five hectic months, upgrades 
for the boat, personal fitness programmes, and 
squeezing in the other 500 miles of offshore 
racing they needed to qualify. Kate and Claire 
were helped by friends, with the loan of 
equipment, advice and mentoring. But there 
was another, more difficult problem – the 32 

foot Sun Fast was too small to qualify for the 
RORC race. The RORC committee came to the 
rescue and lowered the handicap requirement 
so they could take part. They were the smallest 
boat in the fleet with many super-yachts using 
this event to get across the Atlantic in time for 
the Caribbean racing season.

And so the time arrived. Claire cleared 
her desk, closed her office door for what 
would be a four-month break and caught a 
flight out to Lanzarote to catch up with Kate 
who had brought Purple Mist from England. 
“We had a hectic week of final preparations, 
cleaning off last year’s Saharan dust which 
had got everywhere, provisioning for 27 days, 
checking everything on board, sorting repair 
kits, downloading all the manuals, and meeting 
the other competitors.” They bought crew 
outfits – purple of course – and purple dresses 
for the official functions – to discover that the 
press was headlining ‘Les Filles Violettes’ and 
making much noise about the first all-female, 
double-handed crew to attempt this race.

“There followed five hectic months, 
upgrades for the boat, personal fitness 
programmes, and squeezing in the 
other 500 miles of offshore racing. ” 

AT THE START Jasi (115 ft)

i Love Poland (70 ft)

Purple Mist (32 ft)

by graham Nixon
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They made a good start, but were soon 
being overtaken by the much larger super-
yachts and by day four there were no other 
boats in sight.  In fact they only saw one 
other boat the whole crossing. They operated 
a two-hour watch system, two hours on and 
two hours off, continuously day and night 
for 20 days.  “We were kept busy, constantly 
adjusting course to follow the changing wind 
while keeping as close as we could to the 
rhum line, plus a constant stream of fixing 
things as they went wrong or broke.  But 
we quickly got accustomed to the constant 
rolling in 25 knot winds and 3 metre waves.” 

Day 14 was the low point – “oh my god 
we’ve got another week of this” - it was still 
blowing 25 knots with big following waves.  
But then the sea turned that Caribbean, 
aquamarine blue and they were joined by a 
whale, which stayed with them for several 

the autohelm and wait until daylight while we 
worked out what to do.”

Daylight came and it was still blowing 30 
– 35 knots, so they used their storm jib which 
Velcros back on itself to capture as much of 
the spinnaker as they could. But even so the 
rig was still at risk. This meant that Claire had 
to go up to the top of the mast – not an option 
she was looking forward to. 

With a helmet made from knee pads and sail 
ties to tie herself to the mast, she set off. “The 
boat was rolling violently in four metre waves, 
throwing me from side to side. Soon my arms 
and legs were black & blue and numb from 
the battering.  At the second spreader I just 
froze.  I couldn’t move up or down. I couldn’t 
communicate with Kate, because it was just 
too noisy with the wind and shaking rig.  All 
I could do was cling on. Then a song from 
the animated film Trolls came into my head 
‘I will get back up again’. I sang the chorus to 
myself over and over again:”

hey!
I’m not giving up today
there’s nothing getting in 
my way and if you knock 
knock me over I will get back 
up again, oh

It took one and a half hours to get to the top 
of the mast, being hoisted on the main halyard. 
Once at the top, Claire cut the spinnaker 
halyard so the sail flew out forwards, still 
trapped by the storm jib, and she signalled 
to be let down. “Back on deck I wrapped 
myself around the mast foot and clung on for 
what seemed an age before I had the strength 
to crawl back to the cockpit where I lay 
exhausted on the floor for half an hour.” 

Expecting it to be an ‘easy fix’ but the wind 
was still too strong to unravel the sail, so they 
continued for three days with the spinnaker 
trapped in the storm jib.  Once the wind 
dropped to 20 knots the sail came down quite 
easily and was totally undamaged, despite 
three days of flogging – all credit to Ultimate 
Sails – so they were able to use it for the rest 
of the crossing. 

From there on it was steady progress 
westwards, until Grenada appeared on the 
horizon.

It was dark by the time they dropped 
the spinnaker and headed up to the finish 
line which they crossed at 3am. As they 
approached the dock there was an incredibly 
bright light shining in their direction. The 
larger boats had all finished at least a week 
earlier, “so we didn’t expect to be mobbed by 
film crews, journalists and spectators offering 
gifts and congratulations. But the quayside 
was packed with spectators.  

“We were kept busy, constantly 
adjusting course to follow the 
changing wind while keeping as 
close as we could to the rhum 
line, plus a constant stream 
of fixing things as they went 
wrong or broke.”

days and lifted their spirits. 
And the high point - mid Atlantic with 

no shower on board.  There was a massive 
rainstorm. “So we reefed the main and 
showered under all the fresh water running 
off it. The water tasted really sweet and 
clean.”

So I asked Claire if there had been any 
scary moments during the race and then the 
story came out.  “It was about the fourth 
night out.  I was steering with mainsail and 
spinnaker up. I looked behind and noticed 
the stars were disappearing – the signal for 
an impending squall. So I started to reef the 
main but, before I could finish, the squall hit 
at 40 knots. The boat rounded up and was 
flattened, the boom crashed down onto the 
deck and the spinnaker wrapped itself around 
the forestay.” 

With Kate now also on deck, they tied down 
the mainsail and tried their well-practised 
manoeuvre to unwind the spinnaker, but 
with the strength of wind, waves and lack 
of a full main it didn’t work. The top of the 
spinnaker was still flogging and shaking the 
whole rig so much that they expected it to 
come down at any moment. “We decided the 
safest thing would be to get below, switch on 
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It seemed alien to be faced with crowds of 
people and we really didn’t want to get off 
the boat and face them all”. 

They were asked to do many press and 
video interviews.  An unexpected question 
from one interviewer was ‘what was the 
longest race you’ve done prior to the 
Atlantic?’ Claire answered “erm, Myth of 
Malham, 230 miles ” – then she burst out 
laughing at the craziness of it all. 

After the Atlantic, Les Filles Violettes 
completed the RORC Caribbean 600 race 
which was even tougher and, with family  
& friends did the regattas in St Maarten and 
the British Virgin Islands; cruising almost 
the full length of the Caribbean before 
returning home.  

I asked her if she would do it again. 
Her first three attempts to reply ended in 
a splutter, before she paused, took a deep 
breath and said “Yes, absolutely. But only in 
a bigger boat.” Has it changed you I asked. 
“Yes, definitely - 100%. A huge sense of 
achievement, a four month break from work, 
chance to be your own person, freedom. It 
put a full stop in my life and now I’m less 
stressed, more chilled.”

“I recommend others should do it, but 
focus on the preparation. No racing in the 

Solent or even the Channel prepares you for 
the Atlantic.  Get yourself fit physically and 
mentally; concentrate on everything you can 
control, your provisions, medical kit, spares, 
engine, sails, ropes, your lifejacket.  If it can 
break – trust me, it will. Know how to fix it. 
But go for it!”

“what was the longest 
race you’ve done prior 
to the atlantic?”  claire 
answered “erm, Myth of 
Malham, 230 miles” then 
she burst out laughing 
at the craziness of it all.”

Newer Members might be puzzled 
by the references around the 
clubhouse to the King’s Royal 

Hussars.  The relationship between the Royal 
Southern and this regiment was formally 
inaugurated in 2011, but goes back much, 
much further - in fact to 1847 when the Earl 
of Cardigan became the Commodore of our 
Club, a position he held for the next twenty 
one years, until his death.  

At that time, the Earl was also 
commanding a cavalry regiment which has 
since become the King’s Royal Hussars.   
In 1854 the Earl led them in the famous 
‘Charge of the Light Brigade’, against 
Russian artillery positions during the battle 
of Balaclava.   Despite heavy losses and 
failure to achieve the primary objective, 
this action boosted the reputation of British 
cavalry and Cardigan returned home a hero 
and was promoted to Inspector General of 
the Cavalry.  Throughout the campaign, the 
Earl lived aboard his steam yacht, Dryad, 
in Balaclava harbour and, it is said, flew 
the Royal Southern Yacht Club colours 
throughout.   

It is in recognition of the Earl’s 
contribution to our Club that the lower bar 
and River Room have now been renamed 
the ‘Lord Cardigan bar’. After his death, his 
widow Adeline, herself a sailor and yacht 
owner, offered to replace him as Commodore, 
assuming there was no succession plan after 
his lengthy tenure.  She was turned down on 
the basis that, at that time, ladies were not 
allowed to be Members of the Club.

The King’s Royal Hussars now operates a 
wide variety of armoured vehicles, including 
the Challenger 2 main battle tank and tracked 
reconnaissance vehicles.  The regiment 
maintains its interest in sailing and, when not 
on overseas deployment, regularly sends a 
team to compete in Cowes Week.  

the KIng’S 
royal 
huSSarS

During the summer, 
the Colonel and 
Commanding Officer 
of the regiment invited 
our Flag officers to 
spend a day with 
them at their base in 
Tidworth, Wiltshire.  
They tried out the 
firing simulators and 
were driven around the 
tank assault course in a 
Challenger 2.  The day 
finished with dinner 
in the Officers’ Mess, 
where the artefacts 
collected over many 
campaigns were on 
display.  One further 
link joins our two organizations, in that HRH 
Princess Anne, who is an Honorary Member 
of our Club, is also Colonel-in-Chief of the 
King’s Royal Hussars. In recognition of the 
special affiliate relationship between the 
regiment and Club, Members are permitted 
to wear the regiment’s Prussian Eagle badge 
on the left arm of our mess dress.  The 
Prussian Eagle is the insignia of the Royal 
House of Prussia and was awarded to the 
14th Light Dragoons in 1798 by the Crown 
Princess Frederica of Prussia. 

by Frederick Ward
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Cowes-Torquay-Cowes 2023, 
organised by the British Powerboat 
Racing Club last August bank 

holiday weekend, was one we won’t forget in 
a hurry! It was the 62nd running of the longest, 
hardest, most prestigious powerboat race in 
the world.  It is steeped in history, and literally 
anything can happen in this race.......and this 
year it certainly did!

We were up against some serious firepower, 
12 Offshore Class 1 Monohull Raceboats.  The 
biggest fleet in the world, some running well 
in excess of 2,000 HP and up to 52 feet long; 
incredible competition with potential speeds of 
over 130 MPH on the water, which is amazing!

We knew we were outgunned from the start 
as our boat only has 1,450 HP and does a little 
over 100 MPH in the right conditions.  So we 
had to run a very tactical race, because as the 
old saying goes “To finish first, first you must 
finish!”

Our aim was to get a solid start and then 
pace ourselves as there was no point in racing 
the multi-thousand horsepower Outerlimits 
boats of Silverline and Goodboy Vodka. Our 
job was to head the chasing pack, consolidate a 
decent position and hope to stay close enough 
to the leaders to be able to catch them should 
they have a problem.

Our start was hopeless as there was a new 
format where we lined up in a particular order, 
to get a smooth start and stop boats weaving all 

over the place.  Although we had the correct 
boat on one side the other one went missing. 
Suddenly the start boat was on its way and you 
could see every boat trying to re-shuffle their 
order, which was never going to happen. As the 
race is over 200 miles long we decided to hang 
back and let the mayhem unfold in front of us.  
Then we casually side-stepped the fleet and 
powered up the centre of the Solent and by the 
time we reached the first turn at Hurst Castle 
we were holding third place comfortably, 
with the two much faster Outerlimits boats 
disappearing rapidly in front of us.

The sea state leading to Bournemouth was 
good, so we could open up the taps and increased 
the distance between us and the rest of the pack. 
By the time we got to Durlston the sea state had 
deteriorated significantly, with a big swell with 

some rough on top.  So we slowed down slightly, 
because we know that past Portland Bill it can 
be bad. We had our friend Stuart in his black 
helicopter above us taking video and photos 
(thanks Stuart) and because we had slowed, the 
fastest of the chasing pack, ‘Bubbledeck’ a 39’ 
Cigarette with two V8 petrol normally aspirated 
Chevrolets, drew alongside us. 

The sea state got worse and I elected to slow 
a little more to preserve the boat.  We could 
see Bubbledeck jumping high in the air and we 
thought that would not last long! A few minutes 
later we saw Bubbledeck lying stationary in 
the water and after the race we learned their 
dipstick had fallen out, with oil then pouring 
out of the engine, causing low oil pressure. We 
slowed down as we went by, to make sure they 
were not in distress and Stuart hovered over 
them, so I knew that they would be ok.

We continued at our slower pace past 
Portland Bill into a big head sea.  I had been 
in similar circumstances during the 2016 
race, when we came second overall.  So we 
considered running much closer inshore, 
hopefully to reduce the wave height and run a 
lot faster.  But as we headed north there was 
no significant difference in sea conditions.  So 
we went back to our original heading directly 
to Torbay and adjusted the trim on the boat 
to minimise the impact of the head sea and 
preserve the boat.  It felt like we were crawling 
across Lyme Bay at only 35-40 knots.

Soon the welcome site of Torbay was ahead 
of us and we saw in the distance on our starboard 
side two rooster tails coming towards us at a 
rate of knots.  As we got closer 
to Torbay we could see the two 
Outerlimits having their own 
epic battle, passing us on their 
way back to Portland Bill.

As we closed in on Torbay 
the wave height reduced 
and we could then build up 
the speed.  We started to 
accelerate as we rounded the 
marks in Torbay and headed 
back out into Lyme Bay 
towards Portland Bill with 
a following sea which was 
building. We couldn’t see any 
other race boats, or rooster 
tails anywhere, the Outerlimits 
were far ahead and we didn’t 
seem to have any competition 
behind us either!

We upped our speed further and kangaroo’d 
across Lyme Bay in what seemed half the time 
of our outward crossing, as we were travelling 
at  65-70 knots.  As Portland Bill appeared 
out of the murk, I could see a rooster tail and 
a flash of green.........it must be Good Boy 
Vodka and we were catching them, fast.  They 
must have a problem! 

With the excitement of actually catching that 
magnificent craft I accelerated our pace even 
more and was greeted with a mammoth wave 
trough longer that my 42 foot Cougar Viper 
R12 and promptly stuffed it and it went dark! 
All I remember is a skip full of water landed 
on us and I felt the boat go heavy.  So I pushed 
the throttles forward to get some momentum 
and we popped out of the other side in our own 
mobile swimming pool! Luckily our Steve 
Curtis designed and Trevor Leigh built boat 
has an amazing tube which sucks the water 
out of the cockpit without emptying into the 
engine compartment and exits straight out of 
the transom.  The boat soon became lighter, 
with some bilge pump action as well! 

COWES-TORQUAY-COWES 
RACE REPORT FROM 
BLASTOFFRACING.COM.

“the sea state leading 
to bournemouth was 
good, so we could 
open up the taps and 
increased the distance 
between us and the 
rest of the pack. ” 

“We were soon 
alongside to good 
boy Vodka and the 
burning oil smell was 
much stronger. ” 
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Anyway, we were closer to Good Boy Vodka, 
a lot closer! We pressed on. But Good Boy is a 
long boat and can keep up a good speed in the 
rough, even when wounded! Gradually we got 
closer and hid in their wash, just in case they 
were taking it easy.  We didn’t know what their 
problem was, although we could smell burned 
oil. As soon as we passed Durlston again it was 
a straight line to the North Head mark, and we 
accelerated trying not to over rev the boat and 
break it, as it was still rough! 

We were soon alongside to Good Boy Vodka 
and the burning oil smell was much stronger.  

So we gunned it to North Head mark and 
hoped they hadn’t found some more speed 
from somewhere! We rounded the mark and 
saw that they had dropped back a long way.  
We were all very excited as we rounded Hurst 
and knew all we had left was the stretch down 
the Solent to the finish line. I opened the boat 
up more, and kept looking behind to see if 
Good Boy Vodka was lurking there, but they 
were not! We listened to the wonderful sound 
of the Ilmor V10’s singing as we raced down 
the Solent, hoping there wouldn’t be any 
strange mechanical noises to thwart us.  But it 
all held together and we finished a magnificent 
second place. We had done it! Just the weigh in 
to make sure the boat wasn’t underweight and 
sign off at race control to clinch the deal!

I have to thank firstly Trevor Leigh for being 
the best mechanic in the world, and the most 

patient as I keep asking for more things to 
be done to the boat he originally built.  Also 
his wonderful wife Shelley Jory-Leigh for 
organising us all, keeping us on our toes and 
making sure we comply with all the rules. 
Also, Dave Flewin the nut behind the wheel 
who is mad enough to get in a boat with me 
and trust me to throttle the boat carefully.  
Finally our new team mate this year, David De 
Kretser, who contributed massively with useful 
information that must never be mentioned 
unless we are south of the Island, and he must 
be crazy to get in a boat with me and Dave.  So 
the three D’s did it. I want to thank my family 
and friends for all making a massive effort to 
support us and come over to the Isle of Wight 
from all over the country, thank you so much! 

I also want to thank all the organisers in the 
British Powerboat Racing Club who ran the 
race. UKOPRA who is the sanctioning body 
and all the officials and safety crews and safety 
boats who dedicate their time and resources to 
keep this wonderful race going, without whom 
we could not have a Cowes-Torquay-Cowes. 
Finally if it wasn’t for my late father and more 
recently my late mother, I wouldn’t have been 
baptised with the powerboat racing bug in the 
first place and I am grateful to them for doing 
this - I miss them both!

See you next year at the 63rd Cowes-
Torquay-Cowes!

Dorian C P Griffith - www.blastoffracing.com

Good Boy Vodka - courtesy  facebook.com/malcattrillphotography

“So the three d’s did it. I want to thank my 
family and friends for all making a massive 
effort to support us and come over to the 
Isle of Wight from all over the country, 
thank you so much!”
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We built the new Clubhouse 
twenty five years ago.  It cost 
just over a million pounds - 

£1,868,200 in today’s money – the Club’s 
largest investment at the time.  

It was the major step in a wide-ranging 
development programme that took place 
during the 1990s, ashore and afloat. 

First, the 1980s 
We had the good fortune to be sitting on 

land that had cost the Club next to nothing.   
Rank Marine owned Port Hamble, as well 
as the land that is now our car and boat 
parks and the houses on the west side of 
Rope Walk.  Most of it was covered by old 
boatyards.  

In 1981, led by Peter Nicholson, we were 
able to buy all that land.  By selling the 
Rope Walk land for housing, the Club kept 
the land between Rope Walk and the river 
front, right down to the Low Water mark.

So far so good, but throughout the 
nineteen eighties, not a lot else happened.  
We stationed four shipping containers 
there - the bosun’s stores and a cold store, 
until Environmental Heath told us to get 
a proper food cold store, or else!  The 
sea wall had been only part built by Rank 
Marine.  The land was predominantly 
unsurfaced.  You parked on it at your peril 
as it flooded frequently and some of it was 
washed away every high tide.  There were 
a few upside-down dinghies spending their 
last derelict days there, the bosuns fed 
the ducks from their container – and it all 
looked like a tip!  Something must be done 
– but what? 

The 1990s
In 1991, a plan was marketed to Members 

in which the land level was to be raised and 
a new club house built.  The funding was to 
come from Members and from selling the 
northern part of the land to build housing.  
There was no doubt that a bigger and better 
club house was needed but there was no 
agreement among Members as to what should 
be in it and how it should be paid for. Many 
Members were against selling any land. 

A survey was done to assess the amount that 
could be raised by donations and debentures, 
but it was not enough.  The initiative fizzled 
out with recriminations and resignations.   

However, there was still trouble in the Bar.  
I recall our redoubtable Hon Sailing Secretary 
– Major ‘Rex’ King – grumbling loudly when 
he sat on a wet bar stool just vacated by a 
Splasher in her wet suit.  There was nowhere 
else for the Splashers to go, and as they 
became so successful, that was a key need.  
We also needed a bigger dining room, another 
bar so that Members were not crowded out of 
their own Club, a new kitchen, better toilets, 
more storage space, more office space – in 
short, more and better space all round.   

Younger Members 
The Splash Club had become very 

successful in bringing down the average age 
of Members, not just the kids but with their 
younger parents too.   

Tom Richardson and Tony Lovell led the 
way in introducing the day racing keel boats 
sailed by younger racers and improving our 
race and regatta management.  These reputation 
enhancing changes thrive to this day.  

The need to lower the average age and 
build the future with younger members arose 
from a Long-Term Planning group that sat 
between 1992 and 1994.  It recognised that 
we had to offer new and better facilities, like 
an all-tide slipway for dinghies and a deep-
water crane to launch the new dry sailed keel 
boats – at that time there was a vast expanse 
of mud outside the Club from mid-tide.

Money please 
So a number of things were coming together, 

not without some opposition, but a new club 
house remained a dream.  Memories of the last 
abortive effort were still fresh.  What certainly 
helped were two chunks of money.  Our long-
serving Hon Treasurer, Ian Fowler, had been 
accumulating £40,000 a year into a building 
fund.  Then we benefitted from the court 
decision that exempted sports clubs from VAT, 
backdated!  We got a VAT refund of £110,000!  
Some Members wanted their VAT back but we 
said it was too difficult to work it out.  And so 
now we had over £200,000 in the bank, enough 
to contemplate a start. 

Planning 
Eastleigh Borough Council had issued 

a planning brief to what was now MDL 
(Port Hamble), the RAFYC and us, inviting 
joint proposals for improvements on the 
Hamble waterfront.  There was little or 
no conversation between the parties.  The 
RAFYC came up with selling part of their 
river frontage for housing.  This was not very 
popular in the village and a public meeting 
was held.  Afterwards I remember repairing 
to the Club bar and while queuing for a drink 
started talking to a stranger who had been to 
the same meeting.  He obviously knew a lot 
about planning and buildings.  That was my 
introduction to architect John Madin and the 
start of our overall plan for the Club’s land 
including the car park, the boat park, slipway, 
crane and at last, the new clubhouse. 

Using the money that we had already 
accumulated, we embarked first on the car 

park, boat park, crane and slipway.   Everyone 
could benefit from the car park, and younger 
members especially from the new sailing 
facilities.  These were completed and in use 
before we went for the new clubhouse.  John 
Beardsley sourced the crane second-hand 
from British Nuclear Fuels for £9,000.  I was 
asked at the next AGM what was the return 
on capital on the cost of the crane.  I ventured 
30%, and it turned out to be over 100%! 

By 1995, the old land was transformed, 
no longer a tip but a well laid out car and 
boat park – with some smart greenery too.  
More members were joining the club.  The 
die-hards in the ‘six o’clock club’ were 
still grumbling away, but the mood and 
momentum were definitely more positive for 
the next big step, a new club house. 

The building brief 
The key size parameter was being able 

to seat  200 banqueting style.  That set the 
footprint.  Then John Madin pointed out that 
a steel framed building gave you the extra 
storey for just  30% more.  The Council 
required us to raise the floor level to counter 
future flooding, and to have a low roofline to 
preserve the riverside aspect.  That dictated 
the five gables design.  We researched the 
possibility of a reinforced fabric roof – like 
Goodwood and Lord’s cricket ground - but 
felt that our successors would not thank us 
for a 20-year life span, already exceeded.  

We had a great team including John Madin 
FRIBA, Maurice Beale, Martin Quirk, Mike 
Hardy, Peter Poland, Tom Richardson, Brian 
Curtis, Lesley-Jane Nicholson, Sir Mark 
Norman, Mike Tilbury, David Handley, Barry 
Peddley, Lizzie Davys and Angela Taylor.  

the ‘neW’ clubhouSe: 
hoW We got It done 

by Colin Hall
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My goodness, we argued a lot.   The size was 
never big enough for everyone’s ambitions but 
too big for some to contemplate.  In the end, it 
is what emerged from countless project team 
meetings and members’ thoughts as well. 

We trailed the design evolution in the 
‘Southern’ for eighteen months before 
we asked for any money.   (The artist’s 
impression shows the original hipped gables 
which gave way to the full height glazed 
gables actually built).  There were some 
vociferous opponents to the plan – their 
share of voice was 50:50, and loud.  

But when it came to the Special General 
Meeting, the building programme voting 
was 220 in favour and just 16 against, and 
for the funding plan was 247 in favour and 
16 against.  We fell off our chairs!  Then we 
had some work to do!

Planning permission 
The planning process was aided by many 

meetings with the Council planners and 
Councillors. Eastleigh were as helpful as they 
could be on both sizing and materials – anything 
would be better than what was there! 

Hamble Councillors wanted to know about the 
views and the footpaths.  We prepared a zoning 
plan covering the whole site as well as the details 
of the new building.  After what seemed many 
years of arguments with the Councils, when it 
came to the final public planning meeting, they 
supported us.  In fact, the only opposition came 
from the wife of a Past Commodore! 

The builders 
After a competitive tender process a long 

established family building firm, Braziers, 
were appointed.  Checks were carried out by 
us and NatWest, but despite that, after three 
months Braziers sold out to another group 
who promptly put them into administration.  
One suspected some financial engineering, 
but while the steel frame was up, the roof 
was not and so the building was a shell, open 
to the elements for three winter months. 

Till then, it had all seemed to be going so well!  
The biggest risk was the £70,000 piling contract.  

The test bore holes showed layers of mud and 
nothing else down there.  The engineers called 
for 66 piles going down 22 metres to hold the 
building up.  But what if they hit old structures 
on the way?  It was a sigh of relief all round 
when it was completed with no snags. 

John Madin and I did battle with the 
administrators and the bondsman almost 
daily.  It took three months to novate the 
contract to Keir Southern to finish the 
building.  It was hard work and cost an extra 
£50,000, but it could have been much worse. 

Waiting 
Members were very patient – it’s not much 

fun dining in a draughty marquee on the pier 
in February.   

We originally planned to open in April 
1998.  We lost three months with the builder’s 
administration but still managed to open on 5 
June 1998, just 7 weeks before HRH Prince 
Philip came to open it. 

What a relief! 
This article is already far too long and it 

doesn’t include some really significant parts 
of the story on how we got it done, and how 
we paid for it. 

It was a fantastic team effort that ensured 
we kept costs down.  Members contributed 
almost £400,000.  We borrowed the rest and 
as the Treasurer had been squirreling £40,000 
away each year before building, that turned 
easily into bank repayments of £40,000p.a. 
for ten years, and then it was all paid for. 

The new clubhouse was just part of a range 
of developments at the Club in the 1990s 
which helped us to stand out from the other 
Clubs around the Solent.  It took far longer 
to plan than to build.  We communicated 
throughout with the Members and Members 
rewarded us with their confidence. 

I dedicate this article to all those who 
worked on the project.  Many are sadly no 
longer with us, but they gave freely of their 
time to give us our Clubhouse, a fitting base 
for all of our activities, afloat and ashore, for 
now and for many years to come. 

The First 140 Years – 
Seeking a place to call home

As we reflect on the 25th anniversary 
of the building of the ‘new’ 
Clubhouse and admire the current 

refurbishment it seems appropriate to reflect 
on the evolution of the premises occupied by 
the Club since its formation in 1837 as the 
Royal Southampton Yacht Club.

Initially there was no Clubhouse and our 
main activity was an annual regatta for large 
yachts, organised by the Secretary from a 
rented room.  It was not until the 8th August 
1846 that the now named Royal Southern 
Yacht Club House was opened, the name 
change having taken place two years earlier.  
The Club House described in Pevsner’s  
Buildings of England as the “Finest piece of 
early Victorian architecture in the city”  is still 
a splendid building.  But appearances were 
deceptive. The Club only rented the property 
and did not even have a formal tenancy 
agreement.

But the Club’s finances struggled.  In 1856 
the Club was “framed” to an individual who 
essentially received all the income and was 
responsible for all the expenditure.  Events 
came to a head in 1860 when the Clubhouse 
was closed.   After a few months with no 
permanent base, the Club rented part of the 
Pier Hotel on a three year tenancy.  However 
six months later they were evicted and, for the 
next few years, assorted premises were rented 
in Southampton.  Some stability returned in 
1865 when the Club took a large room in the 
Dolphin Hotel where it remained until 1877, 
when a house in the High Street was rented.  In 
a somewhat ironic move the Club eventually, 
in 1886, moved back to the property originally 
built for it, at first as a leaseholder but in 1904 
they managed to buy the freehold.

Following the outbreak of hostilities in 
1914, the Clubhouse was in great demand.  
When peace returned it became obvious that 
there were significant maintenance issues 
and part of the building was ‘positively 
dangerous’.  Maintenance of the property 
continued to drain the Club’s finances 
into the twenties and improvements were 
needed to accommodate lady visitors - a 
very vexed topic.  In addition, commercial 
development of the port made organizing 
regattas increasingly more difficult and 
the Committee opposed proposals by the 
Southampton Harbour Board in order to 
“protect the anchorage for yachts”.  

In 1925 the Committee approved a proposal 
to have a second clubhouse in Hamble “for 
the convenience of its yachting members”. 
The Club continued to operate despite falling 
membership due to the depression. The 
situation became increasingly urgent until, in 
1934, a Special General Meeting was called 
to authorise the sale of the Southampton 
Clubhouse and the purchase of one in Hamble.  
A decision was deferred but at the 1935 AGM 
Members were informed by the Committee 
that they had taken a lease on two cottages 
in Hamble - Quay Cottage and Magnolia 
cottage - to form the ‘Hamble Annex’.  The 
cost of this was borne personally by a group of 
Members, as the Club could not afford to fund 
the expenditure.  These cottages form the core 
of our present premises and it is Quay Cottage 
that has now been refurbished and renamed 
the Lord Cardigan bar.

But things did not improve and at the 
AGM in April 1938 it was decided to take a 
third cottage in Hamble, on the strength of 
guarantees by members, even though the 
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financial position of the Club was parlous.   
Just two months later the decision was taken to 
close the Southampton Clubhouse and sell it.  

Yet again war intervened and the 
Southampton Club house was requisitioned 
by the Admiralty, the rent paying the interest 
on the Club’s overdraft.  Throughout the war 
the Hamble Annex was used extensively 
by fighting forces based on the river.  The 
Southampton Clubhouse was eventually 

sold in 1946 and the proceeds were 
sufficient to clear the overdraft and provide 
some surplus cash.

At the start of the fifties the Club was 
occupying three cottages in Hamble on a 
short lease but they did not have the capital 
to purchase the freehold or other premises.  
The lease was extended in 1956 but it was 
not until 1960 that purchase of the freehold 
was agreed.  A temporary dining room and 
kitchen (which lasted some 30 years but 
since demolished) were built.  There was 
little further development at the Club until 
the debt from purchasing the cottages had 
been paid off.  Then the Club was able to 
build the River Room, together with the 
balcony above, and to refurbish the kitchens.  

The sixties were a time of rapid 
development in the maritime industry and 
Luke’s Boatyard, behind the cottages, became 
part of Rank Marine (Port Hamble).  Space 
within the Clubhouse was still constrained 
but there was no scope for expansion until 
1981 when the Club was able to purchase 
part of the old Luke’s Boatyard from Rank 
Marine.  

Development of the ‘new’ Clubhouse 
is told in the preceding article, but the 
Clubhouse was not the only development 
in the 90’s.  In 1995 the Sailing Block was 
built, to provide office accommodation and 
much needed shower facilities.  Then, in the 
early 2000’s the cottages were refurbished 
to provide modern, en-suite bedrooms and 
additional office accommodation.  The River 

Room and associated terrace were 
also refurbished.  This project 
was facilitated by Sir Michael 
Cobham’s generous bequest and 
formally recognised in 2007 when 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
unveiled the plaque on Sundial 
Cottage.  The final piece in the 
jigsaw was the construction of 
the Prince Philip Yacht Haven 
which was commissioned on 
the 4th June 2015, again by His 
Royal Highness.  This together 
with Den’s Deck and Sam’s Ramp 
changed our water frontage and 
provide unrivalled facilities on 
the river.  

These developments are the 
culmination of many years of work 

by large numbers of Members who gave their 
time and expertise freely, thus securing the 
Club’s future and economic stability.

The original 
clubhouse in Bugle 
Street, Southampton

Above: Sundial and 
Magnolia Cottages 
facing the Quay in 
Hamble.

KEMPS QUAY

Contact Sarah on 023 8063 2323 or sarah@kempsquay.com 

MARINA BERTHS, STORAGE ASHORE, 
CONTAINER RENTAL, COMMERCIAL UNITS TO LET
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Example: 30ft boat: all craneage/power wash/three months storage 
ashore £1,400 inc VAT 
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UNIVERSAL INTERIORS
Bespoke upholstery for all domestic, 
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specialising in bespoke upholstery 

for the Marine trade.

Unit 3 Millview Barn Grange Lane Netley , Southampton

universal.interiors@hotmail.co.uk
www.universal-interiors.net

0238 0457647
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JACANA’S 
FASTNET 

RACE 2023

Our Commodore, Gordon Craigen, 
recounts his experience of this 
year’s race, which started off 

Cowes, around the Fastnet Rock off southern 
Ireland and finished in Cherbourg, a total 
distance of 695 nm. 

It is regarded as one of the world’s toughest 
races and this year’s weather demonstrated 
why.  Gordon is the Royal Southern’s 
first serving-commodore in many years to 
complete this race.  

Jacana is a 35ft, 23 year old J/105, owned 
by my wife Della, myself and also my old 
sailing friend Mark “Stormy” Stevens and 
his daughter Connie – all Royal Southern 
members. We bought the boat in 2020 and 
during our first two years we enjoyed a 
mixture of Solent ‘Round the Cans’ racing 
as well as some JOG offshore racing.  At the 
back of our minds there was always a thought 
to try something further afield and the 2023 
Fastnet Race (the 50th edition of the Race) 
became our focus.  During the first half of this 
season we completed the 300 offshore miles 
to qualify.

By the end of April we had settled on the 
final crew.  Della and Connie chose to race 
on bigger / faster boats! So we decided to 
go with 5 crew, all males, (Mark Stevens, 
Howard Edwards, Dan Gaudion, Ryan Pickup 
and me), which made certain things more 
acceptable on board.  We settled on two 
watches of two, with one “floater” looking 

after feeding, tidying and navigation – with 
everyone rotating through each watch / role.

As start day, Saturday 22nd July, 
approached it became evident that the 
weather at the start was going to be 
challenging, with a south westerly gale “on 
the nose”.  While not looking forward to it, 
we were not worried about whether the boat 
could handle the conditions – the J/105, 
though relatively small, is very well built 
and enjoys stronger winds.

We have a furling headsail on Jacana, so 
we need to make the headsail choice carefully 
as changing it is not straightforward. Vertical 
battens in the headsail make “flaking” and 
folding tricky.  Also, we have to do a bare-
headed change as we have only one genoa 
halyard, so we cannot “peel”. With our No 4 jib 

Jacana approaching Yarmouth – photo courtesy Martyn Pickup.

“as start day, 
Saturday 22nd 
July, approached it 
became evident that 
the weather at the 
start was going to be 
challenging ” 

and reefing lines ready in the main we set off, 
passing through the identity gate off Calshot 
(thanks Mike Norton and Shira Robinson).

We chose not to leave the shelter of the 
River Hamble too early, to avoid banging 
around the start area in the strong wind and 
chop and made a fairly good start in IRC 3 
at the outer end of the Royal Yacht Squadron 
line.  Then we made good progress down the 
western Solent towards Yarmouth and Hurst 
Castle. As we approached Hurst, conditions 
worsened with white horses everywhere and 
we started to see yachts heading in the opposite 
direction, coming back from the Needles, and 
wondered how bad conditions were out there!

We took the decision, along with a large 
number of the smaller yachts alongside us, 
to take the “north passage” option into the 
shelter of Christchurch Bay, rather than risk 
conditions of wind over tide at the Needles.  
The weather was continuing to build  - with 
stronger winds blowing 25 knots and short, 
choppy seas. Five foot breaking waves were 
filling the cockpit and we struggled to keep 
our sheets clear of the drains. But Jacana 
was handling it pretty well, as were the crew, 
generally, with only one member suffering sea 
sickness. 

That first night none of us moved very much! 
Safer to stay “on the rail” or in the cockpit 
trimming. Our cockpit bucket was used for 
necessary calls of nature and no one wanted to 
eat anything. I stayed on the helm until 11 pm, 

which saw us through the majority of the first 
spell of strong winds, which peaked around 2 
am on Sunday morning in the region of 40 to 
45 knots with higher but longer period waves, 
which the boat could handle. Then conditions 
slowly started to ease.  

The rest of the trip westwards towards 
Land’s End had quite light winds and we sailed 
deep into some of the bays to escape the foul, 
east-going tide.  By this time we had changed 
to our No 2/3 headsail which provided a bit of 
flexibility in that we could reef it.

Our next big decision was whether to go 
North and East of the Land’s End traffic 
separation zone, or south and west. As we got 
closer to the go / no-go point the wind went 
north and we decided to bear off and took the 
route south of the traffic exclusion zone. 

Quaillo III, a 
Nicholson 55 owned 

by Club Member 
Andrew Tseng. 

Later, an even bigger 
wave triggered their 

liferaft, forcing them 
to retire.  Photo 

courtesy Paul Wyeth 
© pwpictures.com



The Commodore 
enjoying more 
normal conditions

A few moments 
of respite. Photos 
courtesy Howard 
Edwards Several other members of the Royal 

Southern also competed this year 
including: 

•   Rogan Josh finish 13th 
     in IRC1 
•   Chilli Pepper finished   
     7th in IRC2 
•   Jago finished 19th in 
     IRC 3
•   Quaillo, retired early 
     in the race when 
     a large wave triggered 
     her liferaft
•   and RAN, retired.  

In total there were over 150 retirees or 40% 
of all entrants, including Della and Connie’s 
yachts.  In light of those stats,  I think Jacana 
and her crew performed well.

I have done a couple of Fastnet Races 
before this, the last one was in 1996 on a 
Sigma 38. I said then that if I ever did another 
one it would be on a bigger yacht. In the end 
it was on a smaller one – but I have no regrets.  
But if (and that’s a BIG IF) I ever do another 
one, it will definitely be on a bigger yacht….. 

After a day or 
so of relatively 
lighter winds, it 
now started to 
build again and 
on a close reach 
to clear the 
Scillies we had 
high 20’s or low 
30’s. So another 
12 hours or so of 
strong beating / 
close reaching 
conditions. We 
chose to head 
west of the 
rhumb line to try 
and stay clear 
of a hole in the 

wind in the middle of the Irish Sea. But then 
we had to tack back and straight into that hole! 
From the ridiculous to the sublime – zero wind 
& beautiful sunshine - so everyone stripped 
off their foul weather kit to dry it off.  Hatches 
were opened to dry the boat out and the crew 
stocked up on food. We even thought about 
swimming – it was that calm – but resisted as 
we didn’t have enough fresh water to wash off 
afterwards.

Eventually the wind started to fill in and 
we had lovely conditions rounding the Fastnet 
Rock approaching dusk on the Tuesday 
evening. We went very close to the rock and 
it’s a shame that there is no longer anyone there 
to wave at. Then we had a fast sail down to 
the Scillies traffic separation zone. There it was 
very odd watching yachts converge on and then 

round a virtual mark, after which we proceeded 
east on course for Alderney and Cherbourg.

On this leg the wind started to build again to 
30 knots, almost dead astern, and we saw some 
huge 4 - 5 metre waves that had fetched in from 
the Atlantic. At times I would look down into a 
trough and cross my fingers as we surfed down 
the face of a wave, praying that the bow would 
come up again when we reached the bottom. We 
saw a new top speed for the boat of 22.4 knots, 
with only jib and one reef in the main. With 
the wind almost completely behind us and that 
sea state, we could not fly a spinnaker and take 
advantage of the full downwind capability of 
the J/105. Around Alderney we did try hoisting 
our A5 but after 30 minutes had to drop it again 
and continue with genoa, in order to keep the 
boat stable and hold a steady course.

We crossed the finish line in Cherbourg 
around 14.15 on Thursday 27th July, with an 
elapsed time of 15 minutes inside 5 days and 
went into the main marina for a well-deserved 
beer, food and a shower.  We finished 15th out 
of 81 entries in IRC 3; 8th out of 42 entries in 
sub-division IRC3A. We were 66th out of 358 
in IRC overall.

Analysis of data provided by the trackers 
that all yachts were required to carry, showed 
that we were badly hurt by that wind hole in 
the middle of the Irish Sea. Yachts with more 
sophisticated routing software and Iridium 
satellite comms have a distinct advantage 
when racing offshore – while we were using 
a Pye transistor radio that I received on my 
21st birthday, to tune into Radio 4’s shipping 
forecast!!!

Making Gas Safe, 
Keeping Gas Safe

COMPLETE GAS INSTALLATIONS 
COOKER SERVICING 
COOKER INSTALLATIONS
GAS LOCKERS

South Coast 
coverage

For all gas matters afl oat, contact 
the leading marine gas company 
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T: +44 (0) 7921 509917
E: info@apollogas.co.uk
www.apollogas.co.uk
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• Charter Vessels
• Training Vessels 
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BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

A SMALL FRIENDLY BOOKKEEPING
SERVICE OFFERING THE 
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>  VAT Returns
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>  Self-Assessment Tax Returns
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FOR HOURLY RATE CHARGED 
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Tuesday, July 25 - Aber Wrac’h to 
Camaret:

The second leg presented challenges 
with a rock field and the Chenal du Four. 
Confusion arose with the introduction of 
‘laisser’ buoys, creating a navigational 
puzzle for the crew. We later discovered 
they denote a corridor inside which the boats 
must pass, not rounding marks!  And ‘Bouy 
de Gagement’, which is a laid inflatable used 
as a clearing mark to entertain spectators 
or create a windward start. This leg ended 
with an exhilarating downwind race to the 
finish outside Camaret, followed by a lively 
evening with Moules Frites dinner, live 
music and dancing in the village.

Wednesday, July 26 - Camaret to 
Douarnenez:

Navigating around cliffs and making 
strategic tacks, we experienced a beautiful 
reach and a downwind sail into Douarnenez 
bay. The evening brought entertainment in the 
form of moules frites, seared tuna, and dancing 
to a local folk band in the gymnasium.

Thursday, July 27 - Douarnenez to 
Douarnenez (inshore Race):

With heavy rain, our crew decided to 
forego this race and enjoyed a delicious 
lunch ashore. The decision proved wise, 
considering the challenging conditions, and 
later we empathised with fellow sailors who 
had braved the rain.

Thursday, July 27 - Douarnenez to 
Port la Forêt (Overnight Race):

Navigating through foggy conditions 
tested the crew’s skills, encountering unlit 
boats in the dark and eerie shadows in the 
mist. Despite challenging moments, the 
sunrise brought a stunning finish into Port 
la Forêt, accompanied by the joy of spotting 
dolphins.

The Finale: Port la Forêt to 
Port la Forêt

The final leg on Saturday, July 29, 
commenced with a delightful breakfast 
onshore, featuring coffee and croissants. The 
sunny “round the cannes” race marked the end 
of the intense competition. Once the racing 
had finished, our crew filled the boat for the 
journey home, concluding our adventure with 
a dinner onboard and lots of fond memories.

Conclusion
Participating in the Tour du Finistère à 

Voile aboard Ayaya was more than a race; 
it was a journey filled with challenges, 
triumphs, and the forging of lasting 
friendships. The beauty of the French 
coastline, the thrill of the races, and the 
shared moments of celebration made this 
sailing adventure an experience to cherish. 
For Matthew, Kerry, Daniel, and Suzie, the 
Tour du Finistere à Voile was not just a race 
- it was a story of navigation, camaraderie, 
and the indomitable spirit of sailors.

introduction
E m b a r k i n g 

on a sailing 
adventure is 
always a thrilling 
experience, and 
for Matthew 
and Kerry 
R i c h a r d s o n , 
along with 
friends Daniel 
and Suzie 
A n t h o n y , 
participating in 
the Tour du Finistere à Voile aboard Ayaya, 
a Dehler 44, was an unforgettable journey. 
From navigating challenging courses to 
enjoying the camaraderie of fellow sailors, 
this six-day expedition from Roscoff to 
Port la Forêt in northwest France promised 
excitement, competition, and the beauty of 
the open sea.

Setting Sail: The Journey Begins
We set sail from The Hamble to Roscoff via 

St. Peter Port, taking advantage of a fortuitous 
weather window of northwesterly winds and 
sunshine. Departing at midnight on Thursday, 
July 22, we arrived in St. Peter Port after 14 
hours and continued our journey to Roscoff 
with an 11.5-hour sail.  One of the first boats to 
arrive in Roscoff, we witnessed the meticulous 
preparations of fellow sailors, setting the tone 
for the challenges that lay ahead.

Welcoming Roscoff: A Tapestry 
of Cultures

Roscoff, with its charming fishing port, 
welcomed the international fleet. Among 
the 70, mainly French,  competitors 
were ourselves on Ayaya and an Irish 
counterpart, the JPK 1030. The camaraderie 
began with a welcome briefing, setting 
the stage for the adventures to come. As 
crews prepared their boats, the air buzzed 
with excitement and the anticipation of 

tour du 
fInIStÈre 
À la VoIle

the challenges awaiting us in the Tour du 
Finistere à Voile.  The other competitors 
were very sociable and most spoke good 
English, in addition to which two of 
our crew speak French.  So we didn’t 
anticipate difficulties in communication.  
However, some of the technical terms in 
the sailing instructions did catch us out 
– more later. 

The Racing itinerary: A 
Challenge Unfolds

The race schedule was intense, 
spanning from Monday July 24 to 
Saturday July 29, with each leg 
presenting unique navigational and 
tactical challenges.

Monday, July 24 - Roscoff to 
Aber Wrac’h:

The first race kicked off at 09:30, 
taking the participants to L’Aber Wrac’h 
with an upwind journey into 15/20 knots 
of wind. Our crew skillfully navigated 
around the Ile de Batz, rounding the 
west cardinal ‘Liberte’ for a thrilling 
downwind run to the finish in the river. 
The day concluded with a delightful 
evening at the Yacht Club Des Aber, 
complete with paella and celebrations for 
Daniel and Suzie’s wedding anniversary.

by Matthew 
& kerry Richardson
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deauVIlle 
race – May 
26th 

The race from the Solent to Deauville 
was the first cross-Channel race to be 
held following the second world war.   

It remains a point of debate as to whether the 
Royal Southern or the Royal London were the 
organisers of that first event, but for many years 
we have organised it jointly, also involving 
Deauville YC and JOG in recent years.   A 
number of French sailors always come across 
in advance, in order to take part in the race back 
to Deauville.  That history ensures the fleet 
always receives a warm welcome in Deauville, 
with berthing in the inner harbour in the heart 
of the town, approached through lock gates 
straddled by two new towers.  On arrival, many 
competitors head for the traditional market, a 
short walk from the harbour, and to the cafés 
which line the main shopping streets.

As if to underline its history, DYC’s 
clubhouse used to occupy a second world war 
concrete blockhouse, alongside the harbour, 
but this was re-developed during the Covid 
years to provide magnificent new facilities, 
while still retaining the grandeur of many of 
the town’s buildings.

The race is 100nm, so 15 – 20 hours for most 
yachts in average wind conditions.  But timing 
the start is always a problem, in order to give 
boats an east-going tide at the start and the best 

probability of arriving within 
High Water +/-  3 hours, 
in order to get through the 
lock gates at Deauville.  It 
is very annoying to arrive a 
few minutes late and have 
to anchor off the beach for 
6 hours, waiting for the next 
high tide!

Traditionally the event is 
scheduled for the late-May 
bank holiday.  This year the 
fleet of 30 boats (21 IRC, 

6 French OSIRIS class and 3 VPRS cruising 
class) started in classes early on the morning of 
Friday 26th May and with light easterly winds 
at the start, forecast to veer to strong north-
easterly winds by late afternoon.  This meant 
a beat from Cowes to the forts, followed by a 
fast reach to the finish at La Semoy buoy, just 
2.5nm off the beach at Deauville.  

Approaching the finish can be quite 
complex, crossing the main channel to the 
harbour at Le Havre and then the River Seine 
estuary, both marked by many buoys.  In 
addition, the Semoy buoy is 2 seconds EAST 
of the Greenwich meridian, misleading some 
navigators to search for the mark four miles 
west of its true position.  Late at night and 
after a difficult channel crossing, it can be 
very easy to get it wrong.  

Among the numerous Royal Southern 
entries, Commodore Gordon Craigen was 
racing on Jacana, with his Fastnet crew, in 
order to add to their qualifying mileage for the 
big event later in the season.  

After the start off Cowes, the fleet split 
with some boats going for the north side of 
the Eastern Solent, while Jacana went south, 
crossing tacks with Jedi, Arcsine and Hot Rats.  
The light winds favoured the smaller boats 
in the Solent, but once abeam of Bembridge, 
the wind started to build, allowing the larger 
yachts to catch up and pass the smaller class 3 
boats, including Dudley Stock’s Xtract.  Jacana 
tried hoisting a reaching kite, having to drop 
it and re-hoist the correct way around (lesson 
No.1 – don’t do this on the Fastnet!).  But 
dropped it again after 45 minutes and reverted 
to a genoa as the wind got stronger, and bore 
away to allow Jacana to do her stuff in the very 
confused and wet sea conditions.  By 20:00 
hours the wind was gusting up to 28 knots, 
with all crew wearing full oilies and lifejackets. 

Just ahead of Jacana were three other Club 

members, Vellamo, Ayaya and Stormcloud, 
racing in Class 1, with Hot Rats (also Class 2) 
a short way behind.  Further back the smaller 
Class 3 yachts, were beginning to struggle 
in the conditions, now hitting 30 knots and 
forcing Xtract to reef her mainsail and genoa.  
The leading boats all finished very close 
together around 21:30 but, sadly, too late to 
make the lock gate at Deauville.  With the 
strong onshore wind, conditions were too 
rough to anchor off the beach.  So most boats

sailed the 7nm back to Le Havre to spend 
the night there and returned to Deauville on 
Saturday afternoon.  

An elapsed time of around 12 hours is 
exceptionally quick for the Deauville race, 
especially given the light conditions at the start, 
with the leading yachts averaging 8 knots.  

At 21:45 Xtract heard the first VHF Mayday 
call from Alexa reporting a Man Overboard.  
They were about 1.3 miles ahead of Alexa and 
decided to turn back to join the search, along 
with Sheevra, Jedi and Mardi Gras.  By this 
time the leading boats were some 20 miles 
away, too far to help.   

The response from the French coast guard 
was rapid and efficient.  Within thirty minutes 
they had a pilot cutter and a life boat searching 
and shortly after this two helicopters joined in.  
Xtract sailed back to the estimated position 
of the first Mayday call and did their best to 
sail a grid to cover the area. After about an 
hour and three quarters the French coastguard 
stood the yachts down while continuing the 
search themselves. But despite searching for 
many hours, the casualty was not found or 
recovered.  This news was a great shock to 
everyone at the event and a tragic reminder 
that the sport we love so much can also, at 
times, be dangerous.  Xtract and the other 
searching yachts then sailed on to Deauville 

which they reached at 02:20, while the lock 
gates were still open, where they were met by 
Martin Banfield (secretary of JOG) and others 
who helped them moor up.

On Saturday, competitors enjoyed a great 
lay day in Deauville, receiving kindness and 
hospitality from our Deauville YC hosts, who 
organised the prizegiving with canapes in 
the evening.  Very early on Sunday morning, 
many boats took advantage of the open lock 
gates to slip out of Deauville inner harbour for 

their trip home, arriving back in Hamble in 
the evening after a very pleasant sail.  Dudley, 
and some others, stayed on, being joined by 
family for the week, before heading back the 
following weekend to arrive in Hamble in 
time to hear the last few bars of the Loose 
Fenders gig at the club.

In this coming 2024 season, the Royal 
Southern will be hosting the pre-event 
dinner on Thursday 23rd May, with the 
start on Friday 24th.   
Deauville YC will host the 
prizegiving and brunch on 
Sunday morning, allowing 
boats to head home during 
the afternoon high water.  
Others will, no doubt, 
make a longer holiday 
of it, stopping off in the 
magnificent harbours at 
Honfleur, a few miles up 
the Seine, or St Vaast, on 
the east side of Cherbourg 
peninsula.  All members 
are encouraged to enter 
this extremely enjoyable 
event which cements the 
friendship between the 
French and English clubs and sailors.

Irc claSS 1
2nd Velamo Mark Greenaway
3rd Ayaya Matthew Richardson
6th Stormcloud  Mike Jaffe 

Irc claSS 2
1st Jacana Craigen & Stevens
3rd Hot Rats Lis & Robbie Robinson
4th Jedi Tony & Will Tahourdin

Irc claSS 3
2nd = Xtract Dudley Stock

double handed
1st Vellamo Mark Greenaway 

by Mark Stevens, 
Dudley Stock & graham Nixon
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round the 
ISland race

Aweek before, it did occur to me that 
we were due for a windy Round 
the Island Race and not the ideal 

conditions to attempt the B&G Young Sailors 
Trophy, which requires at least half of the crew 
to be under 18. Our awesome crew included 
four 12-14 year olds, Archie, Darcy, Lauren 
and Meri, all of whom grew up learning to sail 
and race Oppies on the Hamble. They were 
supported by two dads Nick and Shaun, and 
my regular doublehanded offshore co-skipper 
Jamie Wright, who stepped in to keep me out 

of trouble.
We started mid-line into a brisk 20 

knot southwesterly, with full main 
and J3 and pushed within a couple of 
boat lengths of the line, making for 
a great position. Mid-line means we 
missed out on the stronger inshore 
tide but it took pressure off the early 
tacks. We had a superb beat overall 
and took my favoured track inside the 

wreck at the Needles lighthouse. 
Downwind we opted for the safer A5, a heavy 

asymmetric kite. Approaching St Catherines 
Point we realized that the breeze was building 
towards the high end of the forecast, of around 
30kts.  Meanwhile Shaun had the boat charging 
along at mid-teens boatspeed and the teen crew 
were having a rest! 

Moral Compass, Richie Faulkner and Jerry 
Hill’s Farr 280, was somewhere ahead of us. 
Richie describes how they set their largest A 
sail, just as an over 30kt squall hit the fleet. 

“It became clear that if we sheeted the A 
sail on, we would capsize, so I let it flog for 
minutes. All the crew bar myself were behind 
Jerry (Hill) on the helm and looking very 
pensive at this stage. We finally got the courage 
to sheet on and off we went, hitting a top speed 
of nearly 24 knots, planning across the difficult 
sea state. A few gybes later we were around St 
Catherines, having passed a bunch of bigger 
competitors including Cape 31’s.”

On Vellamo, the single gybe off St Cats 
was not a race winning strategy but was well 
controlled and it was shortly afterwards we 
realised how many boats were struggling in 
the 30 knot conditions. We heard a number of 
worrying maydays, including Club boats that 
we know well. Meanwhile by now we were flat 
out, making 17 knots boat speed in the gusts… 
with the youngsters taking Tik Tok videos! 

Velamo getting a close-up view of the Needles 
lighthouse – photo courtesy of Melanie Hall

Moral Compass & 
Crew –collecting 
the Owen Parker 
Memorial trophy for 
first place overall 
in IRC 1 - photos 
courtesy Paul Wyeth, 
© pwpictures.com

WrecK of 
the VarVaSSI

by Mark greenaway

We could see the offshore lifeboat racing 
from incident to incident and the helicopter 
lifting a casualty from a yacht behind us. I felt 
the pressure on the coastguard, lifeboat crews 
and aircrew who had the heavy responsibility 
of assisting sailors in danger. Near West 
Princessa, we passed the upside down hulls of 
a large catamaran and hoped that crew were 
safe.

The crew on Banter took a very different 
approach, hugging the shore on the south of 
the Island, especially at St Catherines Point. 
Ian Handley commented “we had 29er World 
Champion and South Africa’s last Olympic 
49er joined us on board with J70 Corinthian 
World Champion, Andy Shorrocks sharing the 
helm with me, Benji and Chris James.  Success 
in this race requires a lot of concentration 
and the ability to rotate helms is a big gain. 
It also favours the brave particularly around 
St Cathrines where we are nearly always 
the inner-most boat, where there is least 
tide, dropping to 1m below the keel even at 
10knots speed over the ground.  A close eye 
on the chart plotter is essential – Zoe James is 
excellent at calling the danger.”

“This year we gained lots by staying inshore 
from the Needles right through to Bembridge.  
It was tricky as big gusts made gybing tough 
and lots of boats simply could not risk gybing 
into the St Cats shore and could not sail deep 
enough to get there.”

Moral Compass arrived at the Bembridge 
turning mark in better shape than they 
expected. Richie describes: “Our crew, 
including my 11 year old son Caedon, felt very 
relieved. First a tight reach and then, from 
Ryde, a beat to the finish amongst a few Cape 
31’s and some bigger race boats saw the crew 
very happy with their day’s work, particularly 
as we had completed the ‘big’ down-wind leg 
without broaching..!”

Way ahead of all of us, Ian Atkins’ 
experience on Dark n’ Stormy was dramatic. 
“The Needles were predictably chaotic and we 
played it safe hoisting the kite after rounding 
outside the wreck. All of our competition 
headed offshore for slightly flatter water. Our 
brains trust – navigator Steve Hayles and 
tactician Ian Walker – called for an early gybe 
and headed inside a line between the Needles 
and St. Cats.”

Velamo flying a 
spinnaker down 
to St Catherines

Banter passing 
the Forts - 

photo courtesy 
Paul Wyeth, © 

pwpictures.com

/ 61



/ 6362  / 

“Conditions were lumpy to brutal and I 
quickly learnt to breathe through my ears 
while driving! One massive deceleration 
– from 25 knots to zero – hurtling into the 
back of a standing wave approaching the 
overfalls, was too much for our trusty A3, 
which fluttered seawards in a thousand pieces. 
We were now traveling too slowly to gybe 
without risking rig damage and took the time-
honoured alternative of ‘wearing round.’ We 
hoisted the A4 in the overfalls at St Catherines 
and were off again. Gybing close to the shore 
between St Cats and Dunnose was not for the 
faint-hearted, but we were clearly gaining on 
the big boats ahead.  We were 9th monohull 
to finish in a time of just under 5 ½ hours 
and placed 2nd overall behind the well-sailed 
Volvo 70 Tschuss.”

My 12 year old daughter, Meri, was in 
the Velamo crew and writes: “It was unreal. 
The number of boats, people and amount of 
wind was insane. This was my second time 
racing round the island. I remembered all the 
views and landscapes and they were just as 
beautiful as last time. There was more wind 
than anticipated but I knew that we would 
benefit. On the first leg, the weather was very 
grey and Vellamo was crashing down waves, 
spraying us. 

By the Needles the waves got very big, 
somewhere around 2m high! As we turned 
downwind, we put the spinnaker up and we 

were flying. We hit a record speed of 
17.2knts! This time the waves were 
still very big but rolling. In the last 
leg, the spray was back and it felt 
like the longest. As we finished we 
realised we had come second in the 
B&G Youth Trophy!” The Young 
Sailors Trophy was deservedly won 
by the experienced and admirable 
Scaramouche crew on Cote. We will 
be back and long may the kids still 
be willing to have us aboard! 

Vellamo 
approaching 

the finish – 
photo courtesy 
Paul Wyeth, © 

pwpictures.com

RSrnYC MeMBeRS’ 
ROLL Of HONOUR
SILVeR ROMAN BOWL & SALVeR - 
Second O/A iRC gBR750R DARk’N’STORMY ian Atkins

OWeN PARKeR MeMORIAL TROPHY - 
First O/A iRC group 1 gBR005 MORAL COMPASS 
Jerry Hill & Richard Faulkner

HP30 CLASS TROPHY -  
First HP30 gBR005 MORAL COMPASS Jerry Hill 
& Richard Faulkner

IRC Division 3B GBR6508T BANTeR ian Handley
ISC Rating System Division 4B GBR3564L 
RED fivE David Hitchcock

JEROBOAM TROPHY - 
Second iSCRS Team Royal Southern Yacht Club J 
(MiNX, RED FiVE, AYAYA)

DReAM YACHT CHARTeR FIRST 40 TROPHY 
GBR1428R ROGAN JOSH Richard Powell

J BOAT TROPHY - First J Boat gBR5189 
J’RONiMO David greenhalgh

X-YACHTS TROPHY - First iSCRS X-
Yacht on corrected time gBR4533L MiNX 
gary & Oscar Fry

We can help you to have 
fun on the water!

The Solent and for that matter other waterways and coastal areas 
around the UK attract many thousands of leisure boaters across 
multiple disciplines from paddle boarders, canoeists, dinghy 
sailors, Windsurfers, many sizes of yachts and motorboats. It 
is important for all boaters to remember that we enjoy a leisure 
activity that has inherent dangers and therefore training is a key 
part of becoming a safer and competent boater.

In the UK, boaters are not required to have a licence to operate a 
boat of less than 24m, the only licence a boater is legally required 
to hold is a VHF licence to operate a VHF radio.

Under IRPCS, the International Rules for the Prevention of 
Collision at Sea, if the boat has operational RADAR fitted you 
should be using it, (See Rule 5 + 7B).

Just because there is no legal requirement to have certified 
training, insurance companies are increasingly expecting boat 
owners to have taken a recognised RYA course. 

Mendez Marine has been training under the auspice of the Royal 
Yachting Association (RYA) since 2008. We provide all manner 
of training, shorebased and on water. The shorebased 
courses which include First Aid, Navigation theory, 
RADAR, Diesel engine are multi-disciplinary so 
sail and power. When it comes to the on-water, 
practical, courses Mendez Marine is a specialist 

Motor and Power school taking students with little or no prior 
knowledge or experience up to RYA Yachtmaster and into the 
realms of becoming an instructor.

There are starting levels for both Powerboats (generally under 
10m single engine) and Motor Cruisers (generally 8 – 24m twin 
engine but with living).

Why you take training: 
- Safety for you, your crew / family and others on the water. 
- Understanding the the ‘rules of the road’ Learn how to read 
 situations and avoid accidents and collisions. 
- Reduce the possibility of damage to your boat through 
 grounding or hitting obstructions. 
- Reduce anxiety when going out and ensure you have some 
 fun on the water. 
- Understand your navigation equipment. 
- Understand charts and how to plan your passages to new 
 places. 

- Reduce your insurance premiums.

Mendez Marine are here to help you start or 
continue your boating journey. If you don’t have 

your own boat…

Call 01489 588977 for more information or to discuss your individual requirements

Hamble River Boat Yard, Bridge Road, Swanwick, Southampton SO31 7EB

www.mendezmarine.co.uk

On your own boat or ours, we can give you the confidence 
and skills to cruise further.

Mendez Marine has been training under the auspice of the Royal 
Yachting Association (RYA) since 2008. We provide all manner 
of training, shorebased and on water. The shorebased 
courses which include First Aid, Navigation theory, 
RADAR, Diesel engine are multi-disciplinary so 
sail and power. When it comes to the on-water, 
practical, courses Mendez Marine is a specialist 

- Understand charts and how to plan your passages to new
places.

- Reduce your insurance premiums.

Mendez Marine are here to help you start or 
continue your boating journey. If you don’t have 

your own boat…

Call 01489 588977 for more information or to discuss your individual requirements

Hamble River Boat Yard, Bridge Road, Swanwick, Southampton SO31 7EB

www.mendezmarine.co.uk

Specialising in RYA Powerboat and Motor 
Cruiser training plus all associated RYA 
Shorebased courses including VHF radio, 
Navigation, Radar, First Aid, Sea Survival.

We also run full, half day and evening workshops.  These 
cover a variety of interest and refresher courses such as 
theory, navigation and VHF, IRPCS, Weather, using GPS 

equipment and Radar etc. 

We off er training on peoples’ own boats or on our Motor 
Cruiser or Rib.  These can be either RYA practical courses 

or non RYA opportunities/ courses such as boat handling, 
night experiences, solent familiarisation, using electronic 

navigation equipment.

Based in Swanwick we train on the Hamble River companies 
for those people who have their own boat and want to extend 

their cruising range.

www.mendezmarine.co.uk

Contact our Registrar to find out about our Open Events: 
registrar@thegreggschools.org     02380 472133

“We thrive in unlocking every person’s potential”

www.thegreggschools.org

Independent day schools 
in Southampton for boys 

and girls aged 4-16yrs

Bathrooms  •  Plumbing & Heating  •  Wetrooms 
Tiling  •  Karndean Flooring  •  Project Management

Free Design & Quotations

t. 07557 550812   
e. vubathrooms@outlook.com

 • DESIGN • SUPPLY • INSTALLATION •

Tel: 01489 564656
e. sales@vubathrooms.co.uk

www.vubathrooms.co.uk

Bathrooms  •  Plumbing & Heating  •  Wetrooms 
Tiling  •  Karndean Flooring  •  Project Management

Free Design & Quotations

t. 07557 550812   
e. vubathrooms@outlook.com

We have a large 
bathroom showroom 

in Parkway 3600 
Whiteley 

PO15 7AN

Free Design & Quotations
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2023 cruISIng PrograMMe

Representing as it does, the largest 
collective group of members in the 
Club, your hard-working Cruising 

Committee is very active both before & 
throughout the season in arranging, booking 
and coordinating over 20 multi-day events 
at a variety of marinas & anchorages in the 
Solent & beyond. The following reports by 
the organisers will give you a flavour: 

Solent Cruiser Race 
And Rally - April  

With enough wind forecast for the weekend 
it was decided that there would be no motoring 
allowed for the Solent Cruiser Race. There 
were 4 boats racing with a further 5 boats 
attending for the parties.

Bucklers Hard pontoon was the venue for 
the first pontoon party with a few dogs thrown 
in as well! Not literally I promise. There is 
now a pop-up fish restaurant onshore, but it 
proved so popular that on Saturday evening 
they ran out of fish. 

The next leg was to Cowes with a nice 
gentle breeze again and a bit of sunshine. 
All the boats except Phil McGowan on his 
boat Swift squeezed into the south basin of 
Shepards marina. Phil’s boat is a Cobra with 
an outboard motor and can be a trifle difficult 
to manoeuvre. After a bit of gentle exercise to 
the promenade, everyone met on the pontoon 
for the second party. Supper was at RORC, 
with their new Front of House Manager 
working hard to ensure everyone had the food 
they had chosen the previous week. (Note to 
myself – don’t give people a choice. It is much 
easier if everyone has the same).

The next day with the 4 racers going off for 
their start, there was time for a coffee before 
the rest of us set sail back home.

The winner of the Solent Cruiser Race 
securing the Rum Keg Trophy, was Ayaya, the 
prize being presented at the annual Cruising 
prizegiving supper.       

Mid-summer cruise to Newtown 
Creek, June 

We like to visit the Newtown Creek around 
mid-summer as the daylight is long and we            
are usually very lucky with the weather. This 
year was no exception, with a gentle breeze 
and sunshine. On the sail down the Solent, we 
were lucky enough to cross tacks with elegant 
yachts competing in the Richard Mille Cup.  The 
following day they were racing over to Le Havre. 
They were a majestic sight with every sail set.

On arrival at Newtown everyone managed 
to moor to a buoy before going ashore on the 
west side for the customary BBQ. We were 
entertained by seals bobbing up, as the tide 
was ebbing through the entrance. The next day 
a few of us ventured up to Shalfleet for a drink 
at the New Inn. Some even stayed for an extra 
day and had another walk, this time along to 
Hamstead Farm. It was noticeable that the 
path on top of the cliff above Hamstead Ledge 
is crumbling away.  By next year it might have 
disappeared completely. I only hope that the 
owner of the adjoining field will allow the 
footpath to go over a bit of their land. 

It is frightening to think that they might 
have built a nuclear power station here in the 
1950s; but thanks to the Solent Protection 
Society and others this was stopped.  

complement the free flowing wine. We had 
30 people determined to enjoy themselves, 
but the highlight had to be the 2 small 
additions to Mike’s family!            

Other Rallies
 Our two other rallies included East Cowes 

for one night, with supper in the Lifeboat 
pub. The second, including several motor 
boats, was to Lymington, where a number 
of us stayed for more than 2 nights. Supper 

was organised 
in a pub in 
L y m i n g t o n 
f o l l o w i n g 
drinks at 
Ann Smith’s 
‘ c o u n t r y 
cottage’, which 
turned out to 
be a floating 
country cottage. 

Two rallies 
to the Folly 
inn

The first one, 
at Easter, saw 8 

boats, 3 motor, attend in the April sunshine. 
We would have been more, but for the crew 
of one boat, Elton John trumped the Medina! 
Being Windsor residents ourselves, Britt & 
I had offered EJ a neighbourly lift so that 
we could go down together. However, he 
mumbled something about having to give a 
concert and that he needed the money as he 
was about to retire.  

Anyway, Elton & Mike’s loss was our gain 
as in the lovely upper reaches of the Medina, 
we were able to indulge in long country walks, 
topped off by cockpit Champagne parties & 
dinners, either in company on board, or in the 
newly refurbished Folly inn (table dancing is 
still allowed!). On Easter Monday, we were 

Bembridge Rally and BBQ - July  
Bembridge has a unique charm. Away 

from the hullabaloo of Cowes and Yarmouth, 
it nestles on the east side of the island, 
providing something for everyone, whether 
it’s walks, beaches, street food, fresh sea 
food or other superb local produce and 
restaurants.

Duver marina is very much family but 
professionally run; a welcoming haven, 

within a small friendly harbour. It’s unspoilt, 
family-friendly and a relaxing break which 
has proved a popular venue every year. The 
height-over-the-bar rules the pace here, so 
everyone enjoys the relaxing waiting time 
before the inevitable scurry to be first out the 
starting gate.

Pontoons are too narrow for a pontoon 
party, so we start in the marquee with the 
BBQs already armed and ready for battle 
(not to say bottle). In previous years we 
have been able to open the whole marquee 
to the beautiful setting sun over the harbour.  
The howling gale stopped that this year, but 
did nothing to dampen spirits and Members 
excelled with the feasts they produced to 

by various authors

Drinks at 
Bucklers Hard.
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treated to a brisk fun sail back with most boats 
under reef and going at rather more than a 
stately pace!  

The late October rally was very well 
attended by 13 boats in balmy late-summer 
weather.  The crew who had missed the first 
rally had some catching up to do so rowed 

across to the Folly to enjoy a 
large jug of Pimm’s (surely 
the taste of summer). Sadly, 
despite entreaties, they declined 
to bring any back, claiming 
likely spillage! However, much 
partying on the pontoon followed 
in the sunshine.  

Sunday morning saw our 
unique model boat race take 
place in almost calm conditions. 
Thankfully, the ebb was starting 
to run which, together with a bit 
of smart positioning, gave “Diva 
2” the edge. 

The deserved prizes 
were awarded by our Vice 
Commodore, (I/C Racing) 

Matthew. So, as you can see, for most of 
us, the Folly is a tough place to beat in any 
weather. (Sorry Elton). See you next time!        

Chichester Harbour 
Rally - September 

Chichester Harbour is a great place to visit, 
with so many options. It is possible to anchor 
in several places, or go to Marinas, or pick up 
visitors’ moorings. On the way, we were lucky 
enough to see the Waverley, the last remaining 
authentic paddle steamer in the UK. 

The visitors’ buoys were unoccupied, so we 
were able to pick up moorings off the Itchenor 
Harbour office (each buoy affording space 
for up to 6 boats). Seven boats attended and 
enjoyed drinks courtesy of Northern Spirit 
(the Kir Royals went down particularly well) 
the crews being able to sit in the cockpit in 
glorious early evening sunshine. We ventured 
ashore for dinner at The Ship in Itchenor 
village. Reports of this pub had been mixed 
but, in the event, the food was excellent and 
everybody enjoyed their meals. The following 
day we took the ferry across to Bosham and 
had an interesting walk around that part of the 
harbour. Supper that evening, after yet more 
Northern Spirit Kir Royales, was in Itchenor 
Sailing Club and was very congenial.  

Cruising ‘Awaydays’ 
Awaydays are visits that promise a good 

day out. This year we’ve enjoyed Bird Safaris 
in Poole Harbour and a tour of Bursledon 
Brickworks. Spring and Autumn birdwatching 
were a little damp and chilly! However, our 
guides demonstrated exceptional knowledge 
of the birds resident or migrating through the 
Harbour. We motored towards Wareham, where 
no keeled yacht would dare to venture and saw 
white-tailed eagles, marsh harriers, curlews, 
assorted ducks and geese, egrets and many 
more. Our guides knew where to find them and 
when particular migratory birds had arrived. 

We ventured up the River Piddle, marginally 
wider than our boat, where we encountered a 
seal - common in this area. No tour of Poole 
Harbour is complete without a close pass to 
Brownsea Island. The lagoon adjacent to the 
landing stage was home to a flock of spoonbills, 
the number just short of last year’s record of 
eighty-four. Who would have guessed a flock 
of spoonbills wintered there?

The inevitable need for hearty refreshments 
saw us patronising the RNLI college and the 
Poole Arms for lunch. The latter is the oldest 
pub in Poole… 

Forty members enjoyed a guided tour 
of Bursledon Brickworks, particularly the 
‘steam-up’ of the engines which run the only 
surviving steam driven brickworks. Our 
volunteer guides reported that it was owned 
by the Ashby family of Southampton and 
made many millions of bricks, used locally, 
further afield and abroad. 

The large work force, the youngest of whom 
in the day were just 14 years old, worked in 
harsh conditions - no hard hats or safety gear 

and long hours. Adjacent to the River Hamble, 
the site’s own railway line transported bricks 
to the river for onward transport. A really 
fascinating awayday, the recurrent comment 
was ‘We had no idea that such an extraordinary 
place existed a mile or so from the club, and 
we’ve lived here all our lives!’ 

As in all best awaydays, we didn’t miss out 
on refreshment, and adjourned to the Royal 
Southern for lunch.   

Ladies afloat and ashore 
This series of events on the water and ashore 

is the gentle and relaxed side of sailing. We 
sail once a month on a Friday from May to 
September and the focus is good company on 
the water. There is a leisurely departure, after 
coffee at the club, a sail followed by lunch, 
before returning to the club to join Happy hour. 

This year we have had fourteen regular 
participants and have had good weather (we 
don’t sail unless it is good!).  The usual format 
is to have a skipper, one experienced crew, 
and up to four guests on each boat. The guests 

can do as much helming and 
trimming as they like. This 
year we have had all women 
skippers; Maggie on Rin Jinn, 
Pat on Dino Volante; Bex on 
Diva; Anna on Olketa. Lunch 
is provided by the guests and 
we all eat together on one of 
the boats. This year saw the 
introduction of the “Diva” 
cocktail of prosecco and strawberries. 

When not sailing there is a lunch ashore 
at the club. We plan to make this a monthly 
event out of our sailing season.      

Spring and Autumn Cruiser 
Suppers & Prizegiving

The Cruising Committee always organise 
suppers for the start and end of the Sailing 
Season. This year was no exception. The first 
one is always the evening before the Solent 
Cruiser Race when we introduce the Cruising 
Programme to the assembled members. On 
this occasion we also held the presentation of 
the Frank Heenan Award to Claire Dresser, 
who together with Kate Cope, were the first 
all-female, double-handed team to complete 
the RORC Transatlantic race in January. They 
also raced together in the Caribbean 600 
race.  The full story of their adventure is told 
elsewhere in this magazine.

At the end of the season, we had the 
Autumn Supper, before the Folly Rally, as 
has been established in the club calendar for 
over 50 years.  For the past few years we 
have combined it with the Prizegiving for 
the Cruiser Race. Additionally, this year, the 
Cruising Committee were delighted to present 
a gift to Maggie to commemorate her 21 years 
at the helm as Chair.

Plans have already been made for the 2024 
season, and you can see the new schedule 
of cruising events (to which motorboats are 
always welcome), on the website.

Bryan Hughes, Cruising Committee.

Contributors: Maggie 
Widdop, Dot Jones, Pat 
North, Bryan Hughes, Mike 
Lithgow, Adam Greig, Ann 
Arscott.

Folly Rally, model 
boat race winners.
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SuMMer 
cruISer 
race and 
rally - 
July 

Each year the Cruising Committee 
organise an extended cruise 
alternating between the West 

Country and across the Channel. This year 
our aim was to head for Falmouth, calling 
at Yarmouth, Weymouth, Dartmouth, Yealm 
River, Fowey, Helford River and finally 
Falmouth. We had 9 boats taking part and at 
various points in the trip 28 members.

Much planning goes into this event with 
Michael Lithgow, Dudley Stock and Pat 
North spending weeks pouring over charts, 
almanacs, tides and pilot books to create 
the perfect trip as well as booking marinas 
and restaurants. A voluminous Skipper’s 
Handbook provided details of each day’s 
sailing and social activities. 

However……. as the saying goes no plan 
survives first contact with the enemy and so 
it came to pass with the handbook quickly 
moving from the category of non-fiction to 
fiction! 2023 will not be remembered for its 
gentle summer breezes! We were intending 

to leave the Hamble on Saturday following a 
celebration of Bastille Day with Moules and 
Frites in the Clubhouse. Sadly a low tracked 
across the South Coast just at the wrong 
moment with winds forecast in excess of 
30kts. Monday looked a kinder day and we 
gathered together in Lymington at the Haven 
that evening to talk through the first leg of the 
Cruiser Race to Weymouth the following day.

Dawnrazor (Hugh, Natalie, Alex and Jo) led 
the way that morning, out through the North 
Channel, close to Hurst Castle with the sun 
illuminating the Needles. It now felt that the 
Summer Cruise had started. Weymouth still 
has the feel of a working harbour as you enter 
between the North and South Pier looking up 
at Nothe Fort. The promenade has been very 
well preserved with the harbour office and 
shower nearby.

We had booked a small restaurant owned 
and operated by a family that ran a fishing 
trawler out of Weymouth – The Crustacean – 
which served us generously with fresh fish. It 
is a tradition of the Summer Cruise that The 
Duck is handed over at the end of a race leg 
into the care of one of the participants for 
the following day. The reasons can be many 
and varied! This evening Passion (Paul and 
Maxine) became Duck’s carers, having had 
to undertake running repairs resulting in a 
beautifully spliced halyard for the foresail, it 
having been lost in high winds.

To catch up with the schedule, we caught 
the early tide around Portland Bill the next 
morning for Leg 2 to Dartmouth.

The Race was a trifle unsettled with largish 
waves and an uncomfortable roll. However once 
through, early starters, Diva (Rebecca and Paul) 
headed the fleet tracking deep into Lyme Bay 

with others following, as we made the best of 
a headwind. Purrfect Tale (Michael and Gillian) 
brought up the rear and after the long passage it 
was a late arrival off the entrance to Dartmouth.

Nearly all of the boats were welcomed by 
a small pod of dolphins just East of the Mew 
Stone as the sun was beginning to set. No 
matter how often they greet you, it always feels 
that little bit special. 

As each of us made our way upriver to the 
walk-ashore pontoons, we were greeted by 
Zampa (Ian and Kirsten) who had been in port 
for some time, having joined us from a cruise 
in Brittany. They had prepared food and drink 
to quench the thirst and refuel the bodies as we 
arrived. Stealth of Brighton (Fred and Diane) 
opened up their boat for all those that wished 
to party late! 

It was at this point that we became storm 
bound for the next four days. But Dartmouth 
is a great place to spend a few days and at only 
£25 per night. The Royal Dart hosted the Rally 
with a fabulous supper. 

Agatha Christie’s house – Greenaway 
House and Gardens – was visited as well as 
Dittisham. Walks along the coastal path and 
steam train up the River Dart were also on 
the agenda. As a group we talked through 
the options for the next few days as yet more 
lows were forecast. Xtract (Dudley, Kate and 
Pat) decided they would press on to the Yealm 
River and then Fowey to meet up with family 
before returning to the Hamble. The remainder 
sailed in company back towards home. 

A very early start on at 0430 was required 
to make the most of the tides. Karisma (Bryan 
and Britt), Purrfect Tale (Mike and Gillian), 
Dino Volante (Pat, John and Paul), made 
for Worbarrow Bay where they anchored 
overnight and had the entire bay to themselves. 

Worbarrow is inside the Lulworth Firing 
Ranges, so despite wishing for a lazy start to 
the day there was a sense of urgency to move 
on, before there were explosives landing 
around us! 

By Wednesday 26th we were all back in our 
home ports. Although the weather curtailed our 
Summer Cruise, this did not dampen its spirit 
– some great sailing, even better camaraderie, 
visiting fellow yacht clubs and sharing stories 
late into the evening on board each other’s 
vessels. It is not only the journey but also the 
destination that make the Summer Cruise a 
special event. We look forward to welcoming 
members again in 2024 with planning for 
North Brittany already well in hand.

TROPHY/PRIze        TROPHY                              AWARDeD

Overall 1st 
Overall 2nd 
Overall 3rd 
Line Honours 
Best Tactical Sailing 
Least Percentage Engine
1st Leg 1
1st Leg 2
Double Handed
Hosting and Hospitality
Most Intrepid Voyage
Newcomers who contributed 
most to Cruise

Marlow Challenge Trophy
Angus Primrose Trophy
York Coaster
N Graham Maw Challenge Bowl
The Martin Edgar Bowl
Richard Davis Quaiche
Jorvik Rose Challis Cup
Brockman Challenge Cup
The Doubles Cup
31 Club Prize
Fowey Wee Wellie Prize
Fowey Block

Dino Volante - P North
Xtract - D Stock
Purrfect Tale - M Lithgow
Dino Volante - P North
Diva - Rebecca Butler
Xtract – D Stock
Dino Volante – P North
Dino Volante – P North
Karisma – B Hughes
Stealth of Brighton – F Ward
Passion of Hamble – P Jones
Dawn Razor – A Davison 
& Hugh Lumby

by Mike Lithgow
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SPlaSh WeeK 2023 – fun for all! 

This year’s Splash Week was one of 
those years that would be described 
as ‘outstanding, balanced and with 

all-round appeal’ if it were a Right Bank 
Chateaux Bordeaux Vintage. It really was 
excellent fun for everyone. Even the Sun 
got the message, spending most of the week 
basking the Splashers and parents alike with 
its glorious warmth. It had all the usual mix 
of amusing incidents, aquatic tomfoolery and 
excellent social meaning that by the end of the 
week, we all needed a week to recover! 

2023’s Splash was ably led by Caroline 
Barber and her Splash Committee. They had 
spent months planning in great detail a week 
of sailing, socialising and generally having fun 
on and off the water. With a hundred Splashers 
with ages ranging from 4 to 18, there really was 
a need to cater for everyone. The focus for the 
week was primarily to have fun on the water in 

a safe environment. The intent was to expand 
experience, grow everyone’s confidence and 
meet new friends.

The Splash Club is split in to two main 
groups, each containing sub-groups. These 
are the Splashers (aged 4-13) and the Junior 
Cadets with the Junior Academy (14-18). 
Each group is led by a group leader, who did 
an outstanding job of corralling, coercing and 
encouraging the Splashers. 

This meant that for the youngest in the 
Shrimps (ages 4-6), there were extensive use of 
Peanut rowing boats, paddle boards and taking 
them to places on the Hamble River where 
they could muck about. It didn’t take long for 
them to be in the water and there some of them 
remained for almost the whole week! They 
made amazing progress and by the end of the 
week were able to confidently row a peanut, 
steer an Oppie and complete a paddleboard 

run. They even managed to get in the 
swimming pool for a capsize drill. 

In much the same way, the 
Minnows’ (6 - 7 year-olds) aim was a 
fun introduction to Sailing. This was 
assisted by RYA Instructors who took 
them out in dinghies and gave them 
pointers on how to grow in confidence 
on the water. They were also able to 
use the HRSC’s larger boats to sail 
together and enjoy being on the water 
with each other. They had a week 
of trips to the many creeks of the 
Hamble River and spent lots of time 
in the swimming pools. The weather 

was good enough to picnic most days. By the 
end of the week, they were able to sail about, 
[mostly] in a straight line. They had a really fun 
time playing games with the other groups on 
canoes, paddle boards and sprit. 

In the Terrapins, (7-9 years old) the focus 
was on boat handling and sailing skills to 
enable them to begin racing or cruising in 
their own boats, but very much with each 
other at first. Ably guided by the instructors 
and parents, they refined their skills from 
sailing figure-of-eights to being able to beat 
all the way up the river for the big picnic 
lunch. They also enjoyed a good amount of 
swimming, capsizing and fun on the water. 
They even managed to go across the Solent in 
RIBs to pick up an ice cream in Cowes! 

The Ninja Turtles (aged 9/10) had a great 
week, with old friends and new who had more 
extensive Oppie experience. They were able to 
use this to do some a skills-based activity on 
the windier first day in order to get themselves 
ready to go out in the Solent. They split their 
time between Oppies and RS Teras but were 
never too busy for a swim, especially when 
it got warmer. They also made time for some 
ringo towing when there was no wind, and egg 
and spoon races. The Ninjas even managed 
an expeditionary picnic in Calshot across 
Southampton Water as well as a sail all the 
way up the Hamble River for a beach party. 
Crowning themselves the ‘Seaweed Sirens of 
Hamble. This was a week of great fun, sparing 
just enough energy to dance the night way 
at the Splash Disco! It was great to see them 
broadening out of the river. 

For the Hawks and Eagles who were at the 
peak (or near peak) of their Optimist sailing, 
just before they go on to bigger dinghies or 
even keelboats, the focus was on getting them 
out into the Solent, and allowing them to race.  
With the Hawks in Optimists and the Eagles in 
RS Fevas, they were able to hone their skills 
in and out of the River. They managed to go 
for picnics, including a dry capsize under the 
Bursledon Bridge and ice creams in Cowes. 
For the older, more experienced children, the 
focus was improving confidence in their sailing 
ability as well as introducing them to racing in 
a fun environment. 

Possibly the highlight of the Splashers’ week 
is the Parents’ Oppie race.  Tony Lovell would 
be proud of the standard set by the current 
generation of older and wiser Optimist sailors. 
It was hugely entertaining for the children to 

be the race committee and the on-water safety 
(with Instructor supervision) and watch their 
parents sailing (or trying to sail) boats they 
thought they had long-since left! This year, 
the competition was as strong as ever. Ben 
Mansfield, himself an ex-Splasher, Jeremy 
Robinson (2022 champion) put in a strong 
showing in the pre-race dial up. The winner, by 
some margin, was Claire Russell, with Jeremy 
Robinson second and 
Alex James third.

The Junior Cadets and 
Junior Academy spent 
their week focussing 
on keelboats. They did 
sportsboat training on 
the Club’s J70s, a 1720 
and a Hunter 707 and 
an introduction to yacht 
racing on a Swan 38. 
Led by Charlie Ellis, 
they packed a lot in to 
the week. Conducting 
training and racing in the 
Solent in the first part of 
the week before setting 
sail for an overnight stay 
in Yarmouth. They had 
a BBQ on the beach as 
well as a meal out in the 
Ketch Rigger. It was an 
excellent week of fun 
for these older splashers. 

The committee 
would like to thank all 
those who helped make 
this a classic Splash 
Week especially those 
club members and staff 
that helped organise the 
event, lend equipment, 
swimming pools, and 
their time to making 
it so fun for the next 
generation. 

Splash 2024 is already 
scheduled for 17 – 21st 
August and promises 
to be another fun week 
for all. Will we manage 
to get back to the dizzy 
heights of consuming all 
the Rosé in the Club’s 
cellar this year? We will 
certainly try. 

by Charlie Russell
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hunter 707 reunIon

When designer David Thomas 
and Peter Poland from Hunter 
Boats introduced the one 

design 707 sports boat in 1995, little did we 
think that 25 years later we would still be 
reliving the great times we had sailing them.  

In a chance conversation, Bronwyn Curtis 
and I were chatting about those fun times, when 
she crewed for her husband Paul on their 707 
“Sparkle” and I was Class Secretary.  This 
conversation snowballed into supper at the 
club for more than 50 people, including our 
Commodore, who also owned a 707 “Swallow”.  
It was a bit like “where are they now?”  Our star 
guest was Peter Poland who as usual had some 
interesting stories to tell.

Many of the owners and their crew became 
members of the club – I think I proposed about 
20 of them!  We regularly had 30 707’s racing 

in our Summer 
Regattas.  Many 
of them are still 
members and sailing 
Cape 31s and other 
bigger boats. Others 
that live further 
afield are still friends 
on Facebook. The 
707 attracted young 
owners and crew, 
mostly in their 20s 
at the time, and they 
often had shared 
ownership.  There 

were a lot young women among the crews and 
at our reunion dinner there were several couples 
as well as many friends who had met while they 
were sailing 707s.

At the height of its popularity, we had 50+ 
boats at Cowes Week - much to the chagrin of 
the race committee, who insisted on putting us 
on the White fleet start line, which was far too 
short.  Then they got annoyed because there 
were so many restarts.  But what else did they 
expect?  We were all very competitive.

It was also a party boat, which is probably why 
we had such a good turnout at the reunion dinner.  
Parties always went with a swing, especially 
during Cowes Week, as we were supplied with 
copious amounts of Gloags Gin - who were our 
sponsor.  We also had sponsorship from Swansea 
Cork Ferries for Cork Week.  No one got much 
sleep on the overnight ferry.  We held national 
championships from Cork to Brixham, Burnham 
and Lowestoft.  We towed 707s everywhere and 
partied hard when we got there.

The dry berths at the Royal Southern were 
full of 707s and the class really took off.  Perhaps 
there are lessons for today’s boatbuilders and 
yacht clubs.  A cheap-to-run one design, that can 
be handled by crews with a range of experience 
and a variety of ages.  

But all classes and crews have a life cycle and 
those 707 owners and crew in their 20’s became 
30’s.  Children came along and the demands of 
work increased.  But, it was fun while it lasted 
and many of us made lifelong friends.

Maggie Widdop

Guests at the 707 Reunion Supper – Maggie Widdop centre

 “Oh no!” I hear you groan, “we know 
all about flag etiquette, anyway the 
website probably has all we need to 

know.  Far too much to read, much more 
interesting things to do”  Indeed the website 
does have some elements under the section on 
Articles, Byelaws and Waterside Regulations.  
However, and particularly for newer Members, 
I’ll summarise here the essential elements.

Soon after the Club’s formation in 1837 the 
Crown gave its Members permission for their 
yachts to wear a special ensign.  This privilege 
has continued over the years and for the last 
150 years the Club’s ensign has been an un-
defaced blue.  

Today the permission is given under the 
Merchant Shipping Act by the Secretary of 
State for Defence issuing a Warrant to the 
Club.  This allows the Club to issue Permits 
to Club Members who are British citizens to 
wear the blue ensign on their yachts.  Amongst 
a whole raft of conditions listed on the reverse 
of the Permit are the requirements that the 
yacht must be registered in the UK and exceed 
7m in length.  

Also the ensign may be worn only when 
the Permit is held on board, the Member is in 
charge of the yacht at the time and, critically, 
that the Club burgee is hoisted before raising 
the ensign.  If you want to check the other 
conditions on the back of the Permit - a 
magnifying glass may be useful!  

The requirement to fly the burgee with the 
ensign is strictly observed by most Members, 
but instances have been noted where the 
burgee is absent.  This  can result in removal 
of the Member’s Permit.  Without a Permit 
a red ensign should be worn, as is the case 
if the yacht is being chartered or used for 
commercial purposes.  Further instructions 

our club, 
MarItIMe 
laW and 
flag 
etIquette

and information on applying for a Permit can 
be obtained from the Club’s Sailing Office.

When a yacht is manned the ensign should 
be lowered between sunset and 08.00. The 
exception is whenever sunset is after 21.00, 
when it should be lowered at 21.00.  Whilst 
in winter (1 November to 14 February) it is 
raised at 09.00 and lowered at sunset.

Turning to the burgee, whilst the Club 
does not insist that burgees are flown at the 
masthead, that is the preferred position.  The 
alternative is immediately below the starboard 
spreader on a sailing yacht or as high as 
practicable on a motor yacht.  When abroad 
the country’s courtesy flag should be at the 
starboard spreader and the club burgee either 
at the masthead or moved to the port spreader. 

Club Flag Officers can fly swallow-tailed 
pennants, with two balls in the upper hoist 
quadrant for Rear Commodores, one ball 
for a Vice Commodore and none for the 
Commodore, whilst Past Commodores may 
fly a pennant with a “X” in that quadrant.  

The Royal Southern now has a house flag.  
It is specifically meant for Members who are 
also members of another club which requires 
them to fly that club’s burgee at the top of 
the mast, e.g. the Royal Cruising Club or the 
Royal Thames Yacht Club.  The House Flag 
should be flown at the starboard spreader.  

All burgees and ensigns can be obtained 
through Reception and a Permit through the 
Sailing Office.  The points above are the bare 
essentials of flag etiquette and additional 
details can be checked with the Club Sailing 
Office or with senior Club Members.  Correct 
flag practice helps maintain the Club’s good 
reputation - and avoids letters of complaint on 
the subject!

Annette Newton
Past Commodore

BURgEE

ENSigN

COMMODORE
ViCE
COMMODORE

REAR
COMMODORE

PAST
COMMODORE
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MOTORBOAT, GOLF 
AND SPORTING CLAYS 
SOCIETY REVIEW 2023

The year saw the 
Motorboat Committee 
hosting a full calendar of 

events from rallies afloat to dinners 
and events ashore, Golf and  Clay 
Shooting events.

Rallies
This year’s Rallies proved as 

popular as ever and garnered a good 
mix of the Club’s motor and sailing 
yachts, large and small, taking 
the opportunity to meet up for an 
enjoyable weekend on the water.  

There has been some challenging 
weather, but generally our rallies saw the best 
of the summer, with Cowes, Lymington and 
Yarmouth blessed with sunshine. Beaulieu 
did see high winds and very choppy seas in 
the morning, with many members electing to 
travel by car.  So we had a full turnout for the 
evening, when the wind dropped and the sun 
shone on a very enjoyable BBQ, prepared by 
our chef on the banks of the beautiful Beaulieu 
River at Bucklers Hard. 

We liaise closely with the Cruisers about 
our calendar of events, with Motorboats often 
attending the Cruiser Rallies and vice versa. 
After last year’s long distance Summer Cruise 
to the Channel Islands and France, this year’s 
took in various ports in the West Country.  It 

provided the opportunity for Motorboats 
to meet up with the Cruisers  and received 
glowing reports as a most enjoyable event from 
those Motorboats attending.

Events Ashore 
The Motorboat Committee has traditionally 

hosted a number of popular and well attended 
social events at the Club, many of which have 
now become Club mainstays and are now 
run by the Club.  The first event of the year 
was a Burns Night celebration complete with 
Ceilidh Dancing and Pipes. The highlight of 
the evening was a very witty and amusing 
‘Response from the Ladies’.

Our final event of the year was a formal 
dinner and prizegiving with Guest Speaker 

Dorian Griffith, who, with his very successful 
Blastoff Racing Team, recently came second 
overall in this year’s Cowes-Torquay-Cowes 
powerboat race. Blastoff, on floodlit display in 
PPYH on the day of the dinner, provided an 
exciting backdrop. The Club has a rich history 
of involvement in powerboat racing, having run 
its first race in 1905.  The Club has continued 
its support to this day. 

The Club’s Motorboat owners continue to 
support races and regattas, both sail and power, 
by providing Committee Boats and support 

boats.  The memorable event this year was the 
Fastnet Race when Taras was acting as Gate 
Boat and spent many hours on station despite 
ever increasing gale force winds. We were 
extremely relieved to be stood down in the late 
afternoon and thankfully  made our way back to 
the Club, sparing a thought for the competitors 
who were battling west through the weather.

golf by Paul Scott
The Golf Society offers members the 

opportunity to play at some of the South’s finest 
golf courses throughout the year. The Society 
accommodates all levels of ability, with an 
emphasis upon relaxed social enjoyment both 
on and off the fairways. Typically nine society 
days are held each year and a full schedule is 
planned for 2024 encompassing a variety of 
courses ranging from Fareham and  Winchester 
to the New Forest. 

The society warmly welcomes all 
participants . . . so maybe it’s time for you to 

dust off those clubs & come & join in the fun! 
Contact Paul on recoswim@btinternet.com to 
receive details of upcoming golf society events

Sporting Clays Society by Richard 
konarek

Clay pigeon shooting has long been popular 
within the Royal Southern Yacht Club and 
remains an enjoyable way to socialise when off 
the water (particularly in the winter months), to 
meet other members if you’re new to the Club or 
to try a new skill. All of course while enjoying 

convivial company 
in a countryside 
setting.

R e - l a u n c h e d 
after the pandemic 
as the Sporting 
Clays Society, we 
welcome expert 
guns and novices 
(who receive tuition 
from qualified 
instructors) as well 

as RSrnYC Members’ partners and guests.
SCS monthly events are organised from 

October through to June, usually within the 
wonderful landscape of the Test Valley in the 
north-west of Hampshire. And we’re lucky to be 
able to alternate between an excellent choice of 
venues including Owls Lodge Shooting School, 
the Spitfire Shoot and Lains Shooting School.

A typical day starts with breakfast 
baps and hot drinks upon arrival, 
followed by a safety briefing and then 
professionally organised activities, 
culminating in a mixed-ability team 
competition. Afterwards, we adjourn 
to a local restaurant for lunch, 
finishing mid-afternoon.

Participation is growing, including 
an increasing number of ladies and 
novices enjoying the fun.

New joiners of the Sporting Clays 
Society always receive a very warm 
welcome!

“Participation is growing, 
with an increasing 
number of ladies and 
novices joining the fun. ” 

by Tim Pyle
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fund raISIng teaM (ladIeS coMMIttee)

Since the AGM in 2022, the Ladies 
Committee has operated under the 
Club’s newly adopted bye-laws, as one 

of the “Club Member Groups and Societies”. 
 This means that membership of the Group 

is no longer dependent upon a formal process 
of election for a fixed term and allows greater 
flexibility in the way that things are organised.  
However, the main function and goals of the 
Team remain the same, i.e. to raise funds both 
for the Club and for two annually chosen 
charities, via the organisation of social events 
and other activities.  

In addition, the Coffee Mornings and Christmas 
Fayre, are open to the public, contributing 
significantly to the Club’s Community Access 
Policy and to the development of relations with 
local residents and businesses.

Consequently, 2023 was a period of 
transition and development as we tried to work 
out the best way forward.  We wanted to find a 
good balance between more flexible ways of 
working, so that more people can be involved – 
for example, perhaps being involved with only 
one event or activity - whilst retaining enough 
structure to manage and deliver our programme 
of fund-raising events properly and effectively.

Whilst we have an increasing number of 
willing Event helpers, we have been struggling 
to find enough people prepared to take on the 
more demanding roles of Event organisers 
and essential Core Group roles, such as Chair.

So, as expected, the whole process has 
presented considerable challenges – not least 

in the hunt for a new name, to bring the former 
Ladies Committee into the 21st Century – 
now to be known as the Fund Raising Team.

We started 2023 by presenting donations 
totalling £9,800 to last year’s charities (Motor 
Neurone Disease Association and The Rona 
Sailing Project).  We then went on to organise 
a varied programme of events throughout the 
year, in support of the Club and the charities 
chosen for 2023, the Southampton Hospitals 
Charity (Adult Cancer Wards) and Hamble 
Lifeboat.  The amount raised for this year’s 
charities is £11,250.

to update members about these 
changes, we issued a general 
invitation to attend a “Join the 
team” meeting at the end of 
august 2023.  our goals were:
(a)   to summarise / present our main achievements over the 

past eight years – almost £63,000 raised for chosen charities 

and £24,000 donated to purchase items to enhance the Club 

for its members - and

(b)   to put forward proposals for new ways of managing the 

work of the Group.

our 2023 PrograMMe Included:
•   Coffee Mornings in aid 
    of Dementia UK and Macmillan 
•   2 formal Lunches with speakers 
•   2 Bridge Drives
•   2 Sundowners Evenings
•   The Christmas Fayre, which 
     attracted over 370 
    people and raised over £5,000 
•   Christmas Hamper Raffle

£53,306 
Total Charity 

Dona�ons 
since 2019

• Southampton Hospitals Charity 
(Adult Cancer Wards)

• Hamble Lifeboat
• Macmillan
• Demen�a UK
• Rona Sailing Project
• Motor Neurone Disease Assoc
• Ellen Macarthur Cancer Trust  
• Mayfield Nurseries
• Solent Mind
• Hamble Sea Scouts 
• Abby’s Heroes

The Autumn Ladies lunch was particularly 
successful with 75 attendees, including for 
the first time a large table of men, enjoying 
an excellent lunch and an entertaining talk 
from our speaker, actress and author Sophie 
Neville.  Renowned for her portrayal of the 
original Titty in the classic film “Swallows and 
Amazons”, she gave us captivating insights 
into the making of this timeless movie, set 
in the Lake District half a century ago when 
Sophie was just 12 years old. 

We also benefited from our Charity Lunch 
in September, which replaced the Gentlemen’s 
Lunch, with speaker Neil Young – this was 
attended by both men and women.

the future
We are aware of the need to try out new ideas 

and so, for example, in our current planning 
for the 2024 Programme we will be aiming 
to include more evening events, to enable 
attendance by younger/working members.

We are a friendly and effective group,  that 
works cooperatively and collaboratively, and 
in a mutually supportive way.  Membership 
of this team is both rewarding and enjoyable.  
We do achieve a great deal and have a lot of 
fun in the process.

We are trying to evolve and adapt to the 
changing needs of members and welcome 
ideas, observations and offers of help.  As 
ever, we would like to thank everyone who 
supports our efforts.
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A crack of dawn start, again!  In 
the grey light of dawn the Royal 
Southern First X1 meet on Den’s 

Deck.  
The team arrived for a briefing given by our 

Captain, Andrew Niven, all correctly  garbed 
in accordance with the best traditions of cricket 
as decreed back in the 18th century.  The 
choice of white symbolizes purity and fairness, 
which are the core values of cricket: integrity, 
sportsmanship, and fair play to which we abide  
(mostly!)   

Amongst the arrivals were some 
of the World’s sporting paparazzi, 
fully armed with cameras and 
drones etc. pondering whether they 
were suitably attired to weather the 
sink holes of the Bramble Bank!   
They were promptly furnished with 
lifejackets to comply with Health 
& Safety requirements.  After 
loading all the requisite cricketing 
paraphernalia into the assembled 
fleet of ribs, we set off down the 
river heading out into the sunrise 
just breaking over the Solent.  We 
were wondering whether King 
Neptune would play ball this year 
and provide us with a suitable pitch 
for the much anticipated annual 

contest against the Island Sailing Club.
Shortly after the motley fleet had gathered 

around the Brambles Post, sand started to 
appear interspersed with white horses and it 
was all systems go.  Off came the scoreboard, 
cricket stumps and balls and marking out the 
wicket was duly agreed by the Captains.  With 
the toss of a coin, the order of batting was 
chosen.  The scoring team for the ‘Match’ 
are selected for their unbiased and absolutely 
truthful recording of the runs and the ‘overs’ 
played.  However with strict instructions to 

annual 
brambles 
cricket Match

ensure that, by fair mean or foul, the result 
coincides with whichever side is hosting the 
après-game full English breakfast!

The game is played in the true spirit, a hard 
ball, with stumps presented to the Club by 
Hampshire Cricket’s Head Groundsman at 
the Ageas Bowl, following an England game!  
How honoured are we!

This year it was the turn of the Island Sailing 
Club to win!  Last year’s match having been 
postponed out of respect and sadness following 
the death of our late Queen.  Amongst the 
team this year were several newcomers who, 
after extensive trials, gained their place in the 
‘eleven’.  Notably some youngsters!  including 
Olly Love, Ross Perchard, Kit Chapple, 
Duncan Truswell & Robert Hillman making up 
the team with a few, shall we say more mature, 
older tried and tested veterans keeping order.  
Chris Mansfield was our very able umpire.

This year King Neptune did us proud.  The 
Bank cleared beyond all expectations enabling 
several high calibre overs to be played allowing 
the Island Sailing Club to secure an impressive 
win by one run!  However,  time and tide waits 
for no man.  As the tide swept in, the scramble 
off the Bank commenced -  team and spectators 
alike clambering back in to ribs,  some of the 
ribs were well and truly embedded into the sand, 
requiring members of both teams to come to 
their aid, often neck deep in water! The fleet then 
sped over to Cowes with the thought of a hearty 

breakfast prepared by the ISC’s staff who, well 
primed, were ready to greet their triumphant 
team home.

Our Captain, 
delivered the 
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y 
speech to the 
winning team, 
presenting the 
Brambles Trophy 
to the Island 
Sailing Club’s 
team captain - a 
match won by a 
worthy opponent.

Back in the 
1950s and ‘60s, 
Uffa Fox used 
to organise these 
matches on 
the Bank.  The 
photographs taken 
at that time show 
a lot more sand 
exposed for the 
pitch than we generally see these days.  Is this is 
sign of global warming and/or more dredging? 
Whichever, 2024 will be the 40th anniversary of 
the ‘new era’  match which was first played on 
this perfect pitch in 1984.  Fittingly, therefore, 
it will be the turn of the Royal Southern to host 
breakfast and, of course, win!   Shira Robinson

“back in the 1950s and ‘60s, uffa fox 
used to organise these matches on the bank.   ” 
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For the past fifteen years, the Club 
has been an active member of the 
ICOYC, taking part in the many 

conferences and cruises.   It is an organisation 
of some 42 member clubs representing 24 
countries across five continents. It hosts World 
Forums every 18 months along with regular 
Regional Conferences and Cruises to promote 
the sharing of experience and ideas between 
member clubs.

Membership is restricted to leading clubs 
in each country and, in the last few years we 
have been joined in the UK by the Royal 
Thames and Royal Lymington yacht clubs.
conferenceS & foruMS

are extremely enjoyable events, hosted by 
a local club, with a parallel programme for 
partners and social events every evening.  
They are designed as training sessions for 
current and junior flag officers, allowing 
them to build on each other’s experience 
and test practical solutions to the challenges 
other clubs may already have overcome.  It 
can be a salutary experience to learn that 
few clubs, if any, are unique and we are all 
facing remarkably similar challenges.  The 
last European conference was hosted by 
Gstaad YC, Switzerland, in March ‘23 and 
was attended by Vice Commodore Matthew 
Richardson.  The last World Forum was held 
in Vancouver in September ’23, hosted by the 
Royal Vancouver YC.

uPcoMIng conferenceS
EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
2024, May 16-19
Hosted by Royal Swedish Yacht Club

NORTH AMERICA REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 2024, September 15- 18
Hosted by Royal Canadian Yacht Club
ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL 

CONFERENCE 2024, May 2-3
Hosted by Royal Varuna Yacht Club, 
Chonburi, Thailand

InternatIonal 
councIl of 
yacht clubS 
(Icoyc.org)

cruISeS – 
are 100% the 
fun part.  Each 
cruise is hosted 
by the local club, 
or clubs, who 
provide essential 
local knowledge 
and lead 20+ 
yachts and 100+ 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
sailors to places a 
visitor would never normally get the chance 
to venture.  In recent years cruises have 
been held in Chesapeake, Vancouver Sound, 
Finland, New Zealand (Bay of Islands & 
Hauraki Gulf) and Italy.  We ourselves were 
due to host a cruise in 2020, but it had to be 
cancelled when Covid restrictions stopped 
international air travel.
Cruises are extremely 
popular with Royal Southern 
members and we typically 
make up the largest visiting 
contingent, with 25 of us at 
Vancouver Sound in 2018.  
Visiting members normally 
join forces to charter a yacht 
from a local firm or are hosted 
by local members on board 
their own yachts.  This is a great way to meet 
like-minded, international sailors and to build 
a global network of friends.  

A close encounter 
with a pod of 

Orcas during the 
2018 Vancouver 

Sound cruise

Glorious sunsets

Chatterbox Falls at the head 
of Princess Louisa Inlet, 

Vancouver Sound.

by graham Nixon
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We can
help you

find a local 
builder!

HAMBLE

WE CAN PLAN, 
PRICE & DELIVER 
YOUR KITCHEN IN

48
HOURS 
FROM LOCAL STOCK!

CALL US ON

UK’S NO1 TRADE KITCHEN SUPPLIER
KITCHENS • JOINERY • HARDWARE • FLOORING • APPLIANCES

How to Buy

1. Find a builder
2. Choose a kitchen
3. Book a design appointment
4. Design your kitchen
5. Get it installed
6. Enjoy your kitchen!

Quality products need to be 
installed to a high standard, 
which is why we only sell to 
the trade to ensure everything 
is fitted professionally and 
exactly as you expect. 
Learn how to buy from us by 
following these simple steps.BOOK

YOUR FREE 
DESIGN
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TODAY!

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

LEWES_20558 - Howdens Lewes.pdf   1   28/07/2022   13:23:30

Unit 1 Hamble Court Business Park, Hamble Lane, Hamble, Hampshire, SO31 4QJ

0238 093 0130 hamble@howdens.com    www.howdens.com
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•  Wide range of aff ordable 
    fi sh and shellfi sh
•  Friendly and helpful 
    service
•  Knowledgeable staff 
•  Fish prepared to your 
    requirements

Live Crab and Lobster
Cooked to Order

www.bradleysfi shshop.co.uk

Cabin Boatyard, Bridge Road
Bursledon, Southampton

SO31 8AW

Tel: 023 8040 4440

FREE DELIVERY
TO MOST 

LOCAL AREAS

• Engine service & repairs
• Outdrive & saildrive maintenance
• Transmission repairs
• Sales & New installations
• Spare parts • Diesel Heaters
• Plumbing • Boat care

Specializing in marine engines, gearboxes, sail drives and diesel 
heaters covering the UK South coast from Chichester to Lymington.

MARINE REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

G Marine Services Ltd

YANMAR & 
VOLVO PENTA 

SPECIALIST

07778 177860
info@g-marineservices.co.uk
www.g-marineservices.co.uk

sales@solentmotoryachts.com       /      www.solentmotoryachts.com 

INDEPENDENT, FAMILY-OWNED 
BUSINESS SELLING MOTOR 

BOATS & YACHTS.

Highly experienced team 
providing our clients with the complete brokerage 

service, taking the strain out of buying or selling boats 
and happy to assist with ongoing maintenance.

01489 886663
07917 148807
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AUTUMN CONTESSA SUPPER
There are at least seven current 

members of the Royal Southern 
who own Contessa 32s and we was 

decided to organise the 2nd Autumn Contessa 
supper at the club. 

Fourteen of us enjoyed a delicious meal in the 
Yeoman Room.  It was great to meet 2 couples 
who are fairly new members to the club and 
to the class, Alex & Lisa Wellspring owners 
of ‘Bandolero of Torbay’ and Richard & Erica 
Martin who own ‘Cassowary’.    There was 
much talk of how old each Contessa was and 
what improvements had been done on them.  

It is amazing to think the class is over 50 
years old and they are still being built by Jeremy 
Rogers’ son, Kitt, in Lymington.  We were able 
to catch up on John & Elizabeth McNaughton 
who had been cruising all summer on their boat 
‘Coric’ in Scotland.  The winner of the Nationals 
and Cowes Week, Martin & Donna Rouse-
Collins, were among the guests.  We hope to 
make this an annual event. 

Maggie Widdop

“there was much talk of how 
old each contessa was and 
what improvements had been 
done on them.” 

THE JUNCTION INN
21 Priory Road, SO17 2JZ

Junction@woodiesgroup.com - 0238039133

THE BARN 
Woodside Court, Netley Abbey, SO31 5JB

Thebarn@woodiesgroup.com - 02380658136

www.woodieswinebar.co.uk
CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA AND ONLINE.

Services include:
Installation & Repair, Design & Sales,

Water makers, Generators,
Marine heating systems & Bow thrusters

Professional, Reliable & Safe
Call today for a free quote

T: 07772 571849
E: srrmarineltd@gmail.com

W: www.srr-marine.com
Unit 33, Universal Marina, SO31 7ZN

Marine Electrical & 
Electronics Engineers

01489 876876
solent@allspars.co.uk    

www.allspars.co.uk

A Selection of Services Offered

• Masts & Spars
• Rod Rigging 
• Standing Rigging
• Running Rigging
• Furling Systems
• Deck Hardware

• Rig Survey & Report
• Hydraulic Servicing
• Fabrication Work
• Splicing
• Architectural Rigging
• Carbon Solutions

Allspars - Award Winning Professional Riggers on your Doorstep

www.allspars.co.uk

Whatever your requirements we can help, from a simple sheave replacement, 
a mast & rigging refit or a bespoke sail handling solution - no job is too big or 

small for us! Get in touch to find out how we can help
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The year saw a busy programme of 
events beginning with Burns Night, 
Fitting Out, the Coronation party, 

Music and BBQs with every summer regatta, 
plus the cocktail party during in Cowes Week, 
and then into the autumn season with Laying Up, 
Trafalgar Night, the Prize Giving, Christmas 
party and New Years Eve – all interwoven with 
less formal evenings organised by sections 
within the Club, plus weekly bridge sessions 
and Wednesday night lectures.

The year saw a steady increase in 
participation in the Club’s social life, perhaps 
as we all finally put the Covid experience 
behind us.

2023 SocIal
PrograMMe

OFFICIAL MAIN DEALER FOR

COWES AND HAMBLE
WWW.KMOMARINE.COM  

ENQUIRIES@KMO.LIMITED

COWES - 01983 289 699

HAMBLE - 02380 455 526

CONTACT US

TEL

 OUTBOARD SERVICE, SALES AND REPAIR 

FULL MOBILE SERVICE

Escort Vehicles • Route Surveys 
UK & European Abnormal Load Permits 

Convoi Exceptionnel Marker Boards

 We have been in the business of abnormal loads for over 
30 years. More information & order forms available 

on our website.

Convoi Exceptionnel Ltd, Hamble, Southampton 
info@convoi.co.uk • www.convoi.co.uk

023 8045 3045    Specialists in Abnormal Loads
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The Trust was created in 2007 
following a bequest by a Club 
Member, the late Sir Michael 

Cobham.  It is registered as a charity and 
was formally opened in the presence of 
HRH Princess Anne.  Our seven Trustees, 
a blend of Club and non-Club members, 
volunteer their time without receiving fees 
or remuneration and manage the Trust under 
Charities Commission rules.

The Trust’s objective is the advancement 
of amateur Sport and in particular the 
provision of facilities and assistance to 
enable and encourage participation in sailing 
and yachting.

It makes grants available within four main 
categories:
1.  Young people wishing to take part 
     in training or youth development 
     activities including qualifying regattas.
2.  Disadvantaged individuals, for example 
     those who are disabled or unemployed.
3.  Taking part in Tall Ships or other 
     offshore voyages.

4.  Participating in Class or RYA recognised 
     Championships.

Applications are welcomed from all 
whether a Club member or not.  Grants are 
usually made twice a year, in the Spring and 
Autum

During 2023 the Trust has supported 
a broad range of individuals and groups, 
including:

Ruby Callaghan going to the RS 
Feva World Championships at Follonica, 
Italy at the end of July.  It turned out to be 
the largest RS Feva Worlds ever with 211 
boats and 422 competitors from lots of 
different countries.  
Ethan Spares’ 420 campaign to qualify for 
either the 420 European championships 
or the 420 World Championship. In fact 
he qualified for both alongside William 
Fletcher but was injured on the first day of 
the Europeans and couldn’t sail the rest of 
the competition.  However, at the Worlds in 
Alicante he came 12th overall.

Emily Wright 
was supported to go to 
the Para Worlds and 
reported “This has been 
an incredible experience 
at which I have learnt 
so much and met some 
amazing people. I can’t 
wait until my next 
adventure, and hope that 
I am able to help inspire 
more young female 
disabled individuals into 
our brilliant sport.”

Larger 
organisations, 
including Sailability, 
Ocean Youth Trust 
Southern, Tall Ship 
Voyages and local 
organisations introducing 
children to sailing and 
water activities.  Full 
details of their reports 
can be found on the Trust 
website https://www.

rsrnyctrust.org/grant-reports/ .
The website also contains the Grant 
Application form which should be 
completed and submitted online.  There 
you will also find a link to the Friends of 
the Trust - a very important source of the 
Trust’s income.  All amounts donated by 
Friends of the Trust go into a general fund 
and qualify for Gift Aid where applicable.  
The Friends’ minimum subscription is 
£25.00 p.a. although some subscribe a 
higher amount.  The Friends’ joining form 
can also be downloaded from the website 
together with a Gift Aid form, if required.

A bequest to the Trust can also be made 
to be used at the Trustees’ discretion 
within the objectives of the Trust, or with 
a request that it be applied in a particular 
way.  Several bequests have already been 
received and have greatly helped us achieve 
our objectives.  As we are a registered 
charity, such bequests fall outside the scope 
of Inheritance Tax.

Finally, may I thank all those members 
who have contributed to the Trust in the 
past.  To those who are not yet Friends of the 
Trust, we invite you to consider joining, and 
support our shared passion to advance the 
sport of amateur sailing and yachting.

Brian Mead FCA, Chairman

Emily Wright at the 
Para Worlds

British squad at 
the RS Feva World 

Championships
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club MeMberS May PurchaSe 
InSIgnIa at recePtIon

A  wide selection of sailing clothing can be 
purchased and embroidered with the Club’s 
logo and your yacht’s name at Printing 

Crazy, Unit 15, Mitchell Point, Ensign Way, Hamble-
le-Rice, SO31 4RF, phone 023 8045 7382, or online at 
https://printingcrazy.com/ 

club InSIgnIa

burgee 
(VarIouS SIzeS)

enSIgn (VarIouS SIzeS)

houSe flag

MeSS dreSS buttonS cuff lInKS

ladIeS bag

reefer buttonS

tIe

boW tIeS

SWANWICK 
MARINE ENGINEERS LTD

Other Services Include:
• Stern Gear Burnishing
• Anode Replacement
• Winterisation of 
   Engines, Generators
   & Domestic Systems
• Fuel Polishing & 
   Tank Cleaning

Tel: 01489 582023
Unit 2, The Boatyard Building, 
Swanwick Marina, Swanwick, 
Southampton, SO31 1ZL

e: swanwickmarine@btconnect.com

Your On Site Engineers 
With More Than 30 
Years Of Experience

We Specialise In the 
Installation, Service & Repair of:
• Diesel Engines & Generators
• Exhaust Systems
• Propellers & Rope Cutters
• Cutlass Bearings • Seacocks

Established family run business since 1985
Priding ourselves in providing high levels 
of customer service and the highest 
standard of boat covers & marine
upholstery, at competitive prices 
for every boat owner.

023 9237 4739
www.mastercoversltd.co.uk
info@mastercoversltd.co.uk 

SERVICES
>  Sail Boat Covers
>  Power Boats
>  Laundry
>  Upholstery
>  Carpets
>  Motorhome & caravan

BESPOKE 
CURTAINS, 
BLINDS & SOFT 
FURNISHINGS
Willowbrook Interiors 
specialises in 
beautiful hand-sewn 
curtains, blinds and 
soft furnishings, in 
Bursledon, Hamble and 
the surrounding area.

Our highly personal service 
will provide you with home 
furnishings of quality, enhancing 
your home beautifully.

Contact Helen for a home 
consultation to discuss 
your requirements:

07760 150 117 
info@willowbrookinteriors.co.uk

www.willowbrookinteriors.co.uk
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L  ocated in the centre of the historic 
village of Hamble, the Royal 
Southern offers an unrivalled 

combination of shore and water-based 
facilities, all within easy reach of London 
and main road, rail, air and sea links. It is also 
possible to arrange helicopter landings a short 
distance from the Club. 

The variety of facilities and their flexibility 
enables the Royal Southern to support a range 
of events from an intimate dinner party for 
10 to a wedding for 200, as well as trade 
exhibitions, conferences, training facilities, 
film and TV locations, and shore-based 
support for any on the water activity.

All our facilities are available to hire to 
Members and non-members.  For further 
details contact Events on 02380 450 312 
(events@royal-southern.co.uk) and our 
staff will be happy to discuss your needs 
and assist in organising your event.aS

ho
re

the clubhouSe
The Clubhouse consists of a large, modern 

building overlooking the river Hamble 
with views to the Isle of Wight, alongside 
a collection of listed 18th century cottages 
which form an integral part of the historic 
Hamble foreshore. 

Most facilities are located in the newer 
building, while the modern and recently 
refurbished bedrooms are in the cottages, 
most with river views.
brItannIa bar

Situated on the upper floor, with its bar, 
dining area and large wraparound balcony.  
It is open for lunch throughout the year 
and in the evenings in the summer and was 
recently refurbished and modernised. While 
usually the Club’s main bar it can also be used 
for receptions prior to formal dinners in the 
dining room.

90  / 

Main photograph by Gareth Pullen
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lord cardIgan 
bar & 
reStaurant

Located in one of 
the listed cottages, this 
distinctive, traditional 
bar was recently 
renovated and fitted 
with a log burner and 
is the place to retreat 
to during the long 
winter evenings. Its 
unique atmosphere also 
makes it an attractive 
venue for drinks before 
dinner in the adjacent 
restaurant.  

During the winter 
months the Lord 

Cardigan restaurant is open for dinner each 
evening from Wednesday to Saturday and is 
also available for private functions. With river 
views on two sides and doors opening on to the 
South Terrace, the Lord Cardigan restaurant 
and Bar make a suite of rooms for entertaining.
dInIng rooM

This large, multifunction room is in the 
modern part of the Clubhouse. It has river 
views and direct access to Den’s Deck 
which overlooks the river and the Prince 
Philip Yacht Haven. It is used for the very 
popular Sunday carvery and can seat up to 
160 for weddings and formal dinners. 

It also has a dance floor which can be laid 
and, if greater capacity is needed, it is possible 
to link the room to a marquee in the car park.  
It can also be divided into two smaller rooms 
and used for exhibitions or training sessions.

lord cardIgan bar

yeoMan rooM

RESTAURANT TiMES
MON-TUE CLOSED

WeD  12:00 – 15:00
  18:00 – 20:30

THuR  12:00 – 15:00
  18:00 – 20:30
  Evening Deal 2 for £50
  inc. 2 Courses per person
  and Bottle of House Wine

FRI  12:00 – 15:00
  18:00 – 20:30

SAT  12:00-20:30
  Limited menu between

  15:00-18:00

SUN  Carvery 12:00 – 15:00

BAR SERviCE TiMES
MON  The Monday Club
  17:00 – 22:00 
  Happy Hour

Tue  17:00 – 22:00

WeD  12:00 – 22:00

THu  12:00 – 22:00

FRI  12:00 – LATe
  17:00 – 19:00 
  Happy Hour

SAT  12:00 – LATe

SuN  12:00 – 22:00

yeoMan rooM
The Yeoman Room, with its unique 

memorabilia of the Aisher family’s sailing 
achievements, can be used for meetings for 
up to 20 or as an intimate dining room for up 
to 12 people.
chart rooM

The Chart room, located in the historic 
cottages, can be used for meetings of up 
to 10 people or as a breakout room during 
conferences or training sessions.
den’S decK

Den’s Deck is the Club’s largest outdoor 
area and can be accessed directly from the 
dining room. Constructed as part of the 
Prince Philip Yacht Haven development, this 
spectacular area with views of the river can be 
used on its own for barbecues or other outdoor 
events, or linked with the dining room as an 
area for pre-dinner drinks or displays.
South terrace

Adjacent to the Cardigan bar & restaurant, 
this sheltered area is an ideal location for pre-
lunch drinks for private parties. 
John beardSley PIer

The pier adjoins the South Terrace and 
Den’s Deck and, with its marquee, provides 
shelter on those less than sunny summer days, 
for parties and barbecues.

DEN’S DECk
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Executive Committee
Commodore  Gordon Craigen
Vice Commodore  Matthew Richardson
& Chair 
Honorary Treasurer  Eleanor Draper
Rear Commodore Sailing Demian Smith
Rear Commodore House Fred Ward
Board Members  Mark Greenaway
   Richard Konarek
   Tanya Robinson
   Lisa Rochford
Sailing Committee
Chair    Dirk van Beek 
Vice Chair   Charlie Ellis 
Rear Commodore Sailing  Demian Smith 
Committee Members Caroline Barber
   Mike Lithgow
   Oliver Love
   Mike Norton
Sailing Manager   James Ripley-Giles 

Fund Raising Team
Chair    Marion O’Malley 
Vice Chair   Debera Clark 
Vice Chair   Jo Ward 
   (& Christmas Fayre   
   Coordinator)
Secretary    Nicky Gardner 
Treasurer    Ann Girling 
Committee Members Helen Thwaites
   Angie Janssen
   Pat North
Motorboat Committee 
(Subsection of Sailing)
Chair    Mike Norton 
Vice Chair   Tim Pyle 
Secretary    Jane Pyle 
Committee Members Douglas Fisher
   Tim Roe
   Rebecca Butler (SUP)
   Richard Konarek   
   (Sporting Clays)
Cruising Committee 
(Subsection of Sailing)
Chairman   Maggie Widdop  22/23
Vice Chairman  Pat North 
Committee Members Ann Arscott
   Adam Greig
   Bryan Hughes
   Dot Jones
   Mike Lithgow Chair 23/24 
   Ken Munro
   Dudley Stock
Youth Committee 
(Subsection of Sailing)
   Mark Greenaway
   Jane Saunders
   Vicky McPherson
   Chris Russell
   Peter Bowyer
   Richard Faulkner
Societies
Sporting Clays Captain  Richard Konarek
SUP Representative  Rebecca Butler
Bridge   Nicky Gardner
golf Captain & Representative Paul Scott

coMMIttee 
MeMberShIP

adVertISerS’
Index

LAUNCH RUNNiNg TiMES
Summer
(From clock change to clock change)
1.           Monday – Thursday
 0800-1800
2.           Friday – Sunday
 0800-2000

Winter
(From clock change to clock change)
3.           Tuesday – Sunday
 0830-1630

ALLSPARS LTD - P82
0175 226 6766
marketing@allspars.co.uk

ANCASTA iNTERNATiONAL BOAT SALES LTD - P44 
0778 839 0036

APOLLO gAS LTD - P55 
0792 150 9917
info@apollogas.co.uk

BERTHON - P96   
0159 064 7402
helen.davison@berthon.co.uk

BRADLEYS FiSHMONgERS - P80
0238 040 4440
bradleysfish@aol.com

CASTLEgATE MANAgEMENT SERViCES LiMiTED - P13
0238 045 5055
vicky@hambleestateagency.com

CHAMBERS OF HAMBLE LiMiTED - P55 
0238 045 4260
jacob@chambersofhamblebutchers.co.uk

CONVOi EXCEPTiONNEL LTD - P84 
0774 076 8853
accounts@convoi.co.uk

D B MAiNTENANCE - P95  
0747 515 1145
darrell@dbmaintenance.co.uk

g MARiNE SERViCES - P80  
0777 817 7860
info@g-marineservices.co.uk

HAVEN kNOX-JOHNSTON - P34 
0173 222 3634
paul.knox-johnston@havenkj.com

HOWDENS HAMBLE - P80  
0238 093 0130
Sam.gledhill@howdens.com

kEMPS SHiPYARD LTD - P51  
0238 063 2323
sarah@kempsquay.com

kiNg EDWARD Vi SCHOOL - P10 
0238 070 4561 
MLN@kes.hants.sch.uk

kMO MARiNE LTD TOM WiLSON - P84 
0198 328 9699
tom@kmo.limited

LJM BOOkkEEPiNg SERViCES - P55 
0777 479 0543
ljmbookkeepingservices@gmail.com

MASTER COVERS LTD DAWN HOOk- P88  
0239 237 4739
info@MasterCoversLtd.co.uk

MENDEz MARiNE LTD-  P62  
0148 958 8977
vanessa@mendezmarine.co.uk
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Contact Darrell on 07475 151145
Email: darrell@dbmaintenance.co.uk

Competitive Rates & Excellent Customer Service
Free Quotes & Inspections

A locally based company covering Southampton area, with 25 years experience. 
Many aspects of home maintenance, inside and out. 

Working with investors, home owners and estate agents.

Please visit our website for more details

www.dbmaintenance.co.uk

Painting & Maintenance
Renovations & Redecorations of Houses & Flats. Top to Bottom.

Transformations are our Speciality 

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER
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OCEAN COATS MARiNE SERViCES - P51
0198 329 3828
katieblakeley@oceancoats.com

OSMOTECH Uk - P6   
0238 045 6450
james@osmotech.co.uk

PANTAENiUS Uk LTD - P13   
0175 222 3656
shedley@pantaenius.co.uk

QUAY CANVAS - P84   
0238 040 7441
sales@quaycanvas.net

RigiT Uk LTD - P2   
0808 281 9423
accounts@rigituk.com

SOLENT MOTOR YACHTS LTD - P80
0148 988 6663 
derek@solentmotoryachts.com

SRR MARiNE LTD - P82
0777 257 1849
srrmarineltd@gmail.com

SWANWiCk MARiNE ENgiNEERS LTD - P88 
0148 958 2023
swanwickmarine@btconnect.com

THE gREgg SCHOOL - P62
0238 047 2133
ssa@thegreggschool.org

THE PRiNCE CONSORT - P20
0238 045 2676
theprinceconsortpub@gmail.com

THE ViTAL SPARk- P14
0238 184 9677
amber@thevitalspark.co.uk

UNiVERSAL iNTERiORS - P51
0238 045 7647
universal.interiors@hotmail.co.uk

VU BATHROOMS LTD - P62
0148 956 4656
vubathrooms@outlook.com

WiLLOWBROOk iNTERiORS - P88
0776 015 0117 
info@willowbrookinteriors.co.uk

WOODiES WiNE BAR - P82
0238 065 8136
connormiles@woodiesgroup.com

YARMOUTH HARBOUR - P30
0198 376 0321
sarah.judd@yarmouth-harbour.co.uk
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The world’s finest inflatables

Upgrade your tender today – 
visit BHG for more details
bhg-marine.co.uk

BERTHON FPB 210 x 297mm                     ROYAL SOUTHERN YC JAN 2024
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